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THE SOCIETY’S PERIODICALS, 

THE SAILORS’ Magazine, besides articles on the sea, ships and seamen, represents the work 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’s FRIEND SocreTy and more briefly of kindred societies. 

The Magazine i is sent to single subscribers for One Dollar a year, payable in advance. 


monthly for one Brey postage propasd, 


TBE SEAMEN’S FRIEND, containing matter suitable for seamen, is issued 4 qadvtene and distr 


uted gratuitously among them. Itis supplied to similar societies at she rate of one dollar 
hundred, 


a 


Provided a request is sent annually for the Sartors’ Macazinz, it will be forwarded gratut 
tously to Life Directors, Life Members and pastors of churches in which a yearly collectio 
taken for the Society. - 
It will also, upon application, be sent for one year to any one contributing at least Twe 
Dollars for the general objects of the Society, or to endow a Loan Library. Be ix 
It is necessary that all receivers of ae “Magazine, gratuitously, should give annual nobice 
their desire for its continuance. 


. REMITTANCES, ‘ 

Remittances for the AMBRICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Sociery, in payment of subscriptions to. 
SalLors’ MaGcazine, or for any other purpose, should be sent to No. 76 Wall Street, New Y¥ 
City, by P.O. Money Order, or check, or draft on: New York, to the order of WILLIAM C Srurers 
Treasurer, or money may be enclosed in a registered letter. Postmasters are now obliged y 
register letters at ten cents each, when requested. If acknowledgmen ts of remittances are 
received by return mail, the Treasurer should be’ notified at once. 2 


LIFE MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS, - Sit 


The payment of Five Dollars makes an Annual Member of the Society, and of Thirty Dolla; 
one time a Life Member. ‘The payment of One Hundred Dollars at one time makes a Life Di 


FORM OF A BEQUEST, i 

“IT give and bequeath to the AMERICAN SHAMEN’ 'S FRIEND Society, incorporated by the 
lature of New York, in the year 1833, he sum of $ , to be applied to - charitable uses: 
purposes of the said Society.” 

Three witnesses should certify at the end of the will, over their siptiacuies to the follo 
formalities, which, in the formation of the will, should be strictly observed: 

ist. That the testator subscribed (or acknowledged the subscription of) the will in the’ 
ence.—2nd. That he, at the same time, declared to them that it was his last will and test 
—3rd. That they, the witnesses, then and there, in his presence, and at his (aa a “aad in 
ence of each other, signed their names sergesy as witnesses. : 
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WE NEED A FRIEND LIKE JESUS. 


We need a friend like Jesus, Yet more when gales are howling 
So loving, strong and true; And seas o’erwhelm our bark, 
Divine and yet most human, O Christ! be then our helmsman, 

Our Lord and Brother too. And steer us through the dark. 
We need Him in life’s morning, Mioihaveattacadind-sas 
In manhood’s riper bloom, In storm and calm the same 
i Him ; 
ra reming eters im Olen boty 
And Faithful is His name, 
We need a friend like Jesus, Have you a friend in Jesus, 
Who will be always near, A Saviour tried and true? 
When summer airs are blowing Seek Him and trust Him ever, 
And all is calm and clear; He died and lives for you. 


Joun H, Epwarps, D. D. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


IN THE HEART OF THE STORM. 


When the winds scream aloud When the foam drifts like snow, 
And the billows run high, And our ship but a speck, 

And the pall of the cloud As we reel to and fro 
Blots the stars from the sky, On the quivering deck; 

And darkness and tempest And no voice can be heard 
Bear down on the sea, But the wind and the sea, 

O Lord of the tempest, O Lord of the tempest, 


Look down upon me. Look down upon me. 


354 


But why should I fear? 
Though the tempest is high, 
Lo, the Master is here, 
And the glance of His eye 
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Controlleth the winds 
And the billows that roll; 
O Lord of the tempest 
’Tis calm in my soul. 
GEORGE TAYLOR. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


BY THE SEASIDE. 


As I sit here by the ocean, 
Looking out upon the sea, 

Fairy barges speed their motion 
O’er the billows, full of glee. 


. Vessels are they of some nation 
That lies hidden far away, 


Dimly now those ships are sinking 
’Neath the blue, horizon wave, 

And they leave me sadly thinking 
Of a deeply shaded grave. 


Where the wind is ever sighing, 
And the harebell softly creeps, 


Owned by men of no relation 
To the commerce of today. ° 


Where the whippoorwill is crying, 
And my little sister sleeps. 


Thus I linger with caresses 
Of the ocean-scented air, 
Holding in my hand some tresses 
Of her soft and golden hair. 
JouN PuHito TROWBRIDGE, 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS, 


THE givers of comfort bags often receive letters of thanks from 
sailors. The following is printed because it touches a subject which 
isa moot point among seamen. Some say they are always treated 
kindly by the officers and some that they are rarely treated kindly or 
never. Are both mistaken or both correct? After listening to both 
officers and men for a dozen years, we are persuaded that some seamen 
are ‘enough to provoke a saint” and more than enough to provoke 
the average mate or master; and that some masters and mates are 
unreasonable and passionate men, who think that every word needs a 
blow to italicize it. This is trae of employers and employed on land 
as well as on the sea. Nevertheless many good seamen and many good 
officers are to be found, praiseworthy in their relations to each other, 
and the more the gospel governs both, the better their relations will 
be. It is, however, touching to read in this letter that the sea is less 
to be feared than the terrors of the officers’ treatment. 


SarLors’ Home. 
Dear, unknown friend : Through the kindness of Mrs. AppLEBy I received your 


kind and so useful present, a bag containing such useful things. No words of mine 
can convey the innermost feeling of gratitude I felt when receiving this present from 
the hands of the above lady. Those acts of Christian love and kindness are like a 
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tay of bright sunshine through a stormy, cloudy sky. I am far, far away from my 
home in New Zealand; and may God in His all loving kindness toward us answer 
your wish for a speedy return to those sunny shores, with those loving dear ones 
who are praying and longing for one absent so far away. 

It is not the stormy ocean, with its mighty waves and roaring winds, which makes 
seafaring hard. Storms and seas have no terror for a sailor. But the works and 
actions of man—a fellow being! Oh that men would read the grandest sermon ever 
preached, and follow the divine precepts. St. Matthew vii: 12. 

Again I thank you for your kindness and sympathy. May God bless your work 
of love toward seamen, who (alas, the majority) are homeless and friendless wanderers 
in this cold, cruel world. 

With the greatest respect, I am, dear unknown friend, yours, in all sincerity. 


After writing the above we sought an interview with the mate who 
wrote the letter and asked him just what he meant by the “‘ works 
and actions of man.” As the interview revealed him to be a kind- 
hearted, intelligent, Christian man, his reply is subjoined. It will 
serve to show what life is on board some vessels. Now, let some other 
sailor give us a detailed account of life on shipboard where officers 
and men are a happy family. It will be a pleasure to publish it. 


Finding so many good and Christian friends in Auckland, I decided to make it 
my future home. Becoming more and more acquainted there, I made the acquaint- 
ance of Miss Cant, a very ardent worker at the Sailors’ Rest. We got married, and 
God, in His all-loving kindness, has blessed us all these years. In March last I 
returned from a six months’ trip. Shortly after,I went up to Arohitu, Manukan, to 
get some property for a future harbor of refuge; or, in case I should be lost at sea, 
for my dear wife and child near her relatives. One day (April 23) I heard a voice, 
and coming out on the verandah I saw Miss WaLKEr on horseback, saying: “‘ Uncle, 
you are wanted up in town at once, to make a voyage to New York.” With haste I 
packed up (only one hour to spare), closed all doors and gates and off to the steamer. 
It was after nine p. m. when I arrived at our home in town, when my wife told me 
that the captain called twice to ask me to go with him to New York. Whilst pre- 
paring the table for my evening meal she told me how she liked that nice young man. 
With his sweet voice he told her that he did not want me to work, only to get the 
work done, and that the ship was coming straight back to Auckland. 1! asked who 
recommended me; she said Captain C. Next day I signed articles for New York, 
but coming down to the wharf with my luggage, I had to wait some time for the 
waterman. The watermen, etc., sitting there mostly knew me. When informed 
that I was going in the C’ they passed all sorts of hints and remarks, quite bewilder- 
ing me. Coming on board I had a look around at the crew, the ship aloft, ete. 
Everything seemed to me so strange, uncanny, I wished myself on shore again. I 
never saw that ship before, never heard the name. 

The captain came on board shortly afterwards; up anchor and away, with almost 
feverish haste. Now, alas, too late! On board I heard that the vessel had been 
tabooed, boycotted, in Auckland. Neither officers nor sailors would come near her. 
By all accounts on the trip from New York to New Zealand she was almost a hell 
afloat. The best part of the crew deserted in Auckland, The chief mate got a 
doctor’s certificate relating to varicose veins, The carpenter gave the captain a 


356 THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE [ December, 


sound thrashing and got four weeks in jail, This combined to give the ship such a 
bad name that all seafaring men shunned her. 

For weeks the captain tried to get a mate aud sailors. Any one who came, hard 
up shoremen, were shipped to make up the number. I was sent for, had to come 
over thirty miles with haste, after the ship was ready and five days in the stream. 

The captain knew too well if the ship had remained there that night I would have 
gone on shore again, therefore this precipitate hurry. God only knows what a ter- 
rible time I had during this passage; but God, and the thought of my dear ones, 
kept me up. 3 

The young captain went as an apprentice to sea, was made second and chief mate 
and finally master, solely pushed along by his father’s money. His education sadly 
neglected; as I wrote in a letter to my wife “‘I don’t know which is the most 
appalling, his ignorance or his cheek,” With a sweet, almost juvenile voice, he quite 
charmed my wife with his kind promises; but, alas, he proved to be a devil when at 
sea, All night in bed, all day doing nothing, his pipe continually in his mouth, he 
thinks it to be the climax of his existence to be a born commander. Another trait 
of his character is to shun people who profess to be or are religious. ‘‘ They are no 
good, those psalm-singing fellows; shy clear of them.” 

What I suffered during the following passage no pen can describe, Notoriously un- 
dermanned, mostly boys or landsmen, it fell to my lot to do almost all the sailors’ 
work in my watch. Only three men in the watch, one at the wheel and two to rouse 
about, but mostly seasick and wretched, and without proper clothing. In those seas 
are strong winds and lumpy seas prevailing; therefore the decks are more or less 
flooded all the time. On the third day out I observed through gloom and darkness 
(7 p. m.) that the foretopsail was blowing adrift. 1 tovuk the wheel from the carpen- 
ter and told him to take the other two men and to refurl that sail again. Some time 
afterwards the carpenter came running and gasped ‘‘ Doua.as fell from the upper 
topsail yard on deck.” I snatehed the binnacle lamp to run forward, and expected 
to see a mangled heap, when, to my joy, he said: ‘‘I am all right, sir.” How he 
fell from that great height without being hurt is a marvel. 

I remarked before that I had to do the most of the work, slacking ropes away one 
side, and then run and splash across the other side to show them the right rope and 
to pull myself because they were too seasick. This soon told on my poor hands, which 
became swollen, sore and cracked, hardly able to close them. Wet, continually 
splashing in water, five large salt water boils broke out on my arms, and soon be- 
came swollen up to the shoulders, and so painful. But I stuck to my work without 
a murmur, work which I never saw a mate do, and never did before myself, Off 
Cape Horn I was knocked down by a huge sea, and washed along, wet to the skin, 
and so cold. It was two and a-half hours before I could change myself. My arm 
gradually got better and the seas less, so I was able to apply a pcultice,—no sympa- 
thy, no help from any one. The young captain knew the state my arm was in, but 
he remained in his cabin with a stove, in ease, comfort, even luxury, with his young 
wife. Many times I knelt down in my room on the wet, cold floor, praying for my 
dear ones, and asking God to give me strength and patience to bear it. Aye, in the 
cold, stormy regions off Cape Horn many a fervent prayer went up to the throne of 
grace for my dear ones so far away. 

After rounding the Falkland Islands we had very thick fogs, with moderate winds 
and smooth sea. One morning the fog was extremely dense, ship going five knots, 
B. at the wheel, the other two men scrubbing paint-work, according to orders; no- 
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body forward on the lookout. As a good lookout is imperatively necessary I kept it, 
having a good poultice on my arm, which was, although open and raw, healing. I 
stood there on that raw, chilly morning, peering through the gloom for any iceberg, 
or derelict, sail, or perhaps a boat or raft with some poor castaways. At 7a. m. the 
captain came on deck, his brows knitted and an almost fiendish frown on his small 
face. ‘After a good night’s rest, instead of saying ‘good morning; thick fog; hope 
there isa good lookout;” he burst out with squeaking, boyish voice: ‘‘Can’t you 
find anything to do instead of standing there? You had enough idling these four 
weeks.” I was fairly boiling with indignation; as chief officer to be spoken to in 
such a manner by a young man like that. Not a soul on the lookout. Some ask, 
‘* Why did you do it?” My answer is ‘‘ My distant home, wife and little daughter.” 

We had a man on board, M. H, who shipped as an able seaman. The captain was 
too glad to get him to make up the number. After some time his wages were re- 
duced to £1 per month. M. had to keep all the lookouts at night. One day, this 
M., being continually persecuted, told the captain with firm, clear voice: ‘Captain, 
you are young yet, you have to learn a lot yet.” The consequence was that M. was 
kept on deck all his afternoon watches. One afternoon, Saturday, the captain soon 
found that he was not on deck. It was two o’clock, I just had retired to bed to get 
an hour’s sleep, when I was called up. The captain asked why I left the deck with- 
out seeing that M. was on deck. He ordered the irons to be brought, Calmly I an- 
swered back, for the first time: ‘‘M. is punished enough, over and over again. I 
always (who have to do with the crew) found him very civil and willing, and if the 
poor devil went below on a Saturday afternoon I would say nothing, because he has 
eight hours lookout to keep during the night.” The captain went on to insult me 
shamefully, but did not put M. in irons. The captain still went on to insult me, in 
presence of some of the crew, till at last, calm and firm, I said ‘‘Captain M., I was 
a master mariner long before you thought of going to sea. In these thirty-five years 
I never saw such disgraceful work. I will not persecute or harrass any innocent man 
to please you.” 

We arrived at New York on August 2. There was a Scottish ship lying ahead of 

us, where the captain found some townsmen. On August 20 I was told that the 
second mate of that ship was coming as mate, and I could go. Thunderstruck I 
packed up and went over to the New York Sailors’ Home. 
_ This is the work of man. But still I trust in God. Sometimes, when my heart is 
despondent, I go down into our chapel, open the organ to play a few of our favorite 
hymns, I fancy I see our dear little Emily as she was standing beside our own organ 
a few days before I left, looking with her bright, blue eyes up to me and saying: 
*‘Don’t go away any more, papa.” 

I have seen bright, sunny days at sea. I have kept my diary ever since I was a 
boy. But this is the darkest page in my life’s history. Captain and Mrs, ApPLEBY 
have been very kind to me. Captain DoLuar always tries to console me, but here is 
a stern reality, i. e., friendless, hopeless. 

Oh would to God that I was home once more, Once more to see those dear ones, 
Once more to go together to church to sing hymns of praise and thanksgiving to God 
for His wonderful works towards the children of men. Once more to sit at our own 
organ and to hear the children’s happy voices, In the evening they generally assem- 
ble at our place. Once more to hear the soft rustling among the leaves, to hear the 
soft murmuring of the brook and to listen to the loud, thundering voice of the water- 
fall as it sounds up from that cavern, all overhung with bushes and huge ferns, 
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Alas, here I am, brooding and thinking, friendless and forlorn. Gloomy and des- 
pondent I rise in the morning; down on my knees in fervent prayer, asking God for 
succor, I read a psalm, and feel a little lighter. 


PERI? another call for books to be sent to the Sanitarium for Con- 
sumptive Sailors at Fort Stanton, New Mexico. We should like to 
send three hundred volumes to be added to those already given by this 
Society. Many of our readers can thin out their plethoric libraries by 
sending to the sick sailors a dozen books, and never miss them. Let 
them be good books, bright and readable, in biography, travel and 
adventure, fiction, popular science, religion, &c. Let them be sent to 
the office of this Society, 76 Wall Street, New York. They will be 
sent to Fort Stanton through a government channel free of cost. Let 
them be marked ‘‘Sanitarium,” and be accompanied by the names of 
the donors. 


Onz of the most striking cases of conversion under the ministry of 
Dr. C. J. JoNES was that of the sailor, JoHN SaAtmMon. It occurred 
in 1856 and is described in Dr. Jonzs's book ‘‘ From the Forecastle 
to the Pulpit.” Myr. SaLmon entered the ministry and has had God’s 
blessing on it in a remarkable degree. A recent letter from him to 
Dr. Jonzs is of interest to seamen and to those who care for them. 
A few extracts from it are herewith given : 


Since I visited you in May I have made a trip to England. I was three Sundays 
at sea and held three services each Lord’s day. It was a sweet time to myself to 
once more preach the gospel at sea. It is now forty-four years since I left it, and 
like yourself am getting along in life, But the blessed Lord is increasingly precious 
to me and He keeps me in the hollow of His hand day by day. Oh, it pays in every 
respect to serve the Lord. I used foolishly to think that when a man grew old his 
spiritual condition would be dry and the work of serving God would be hard; but 1 
have learned that I was entirely mistaken in that thought. God was never more 
blessedly real to me, and I find that His yoke is easy and His burden is light. This 
is just what our Master said it would be; and His word can never be broken. 


TuroveH the Legal Aid Society (Seamen’s Branch) two shipping 
masters were arraigned in October for taking illegal money. One was 
fined $100 and to remain in jail until the fine was paid; the full pen- 
alty of the law. The sailors who had shipped through the other re- 
covered $10 apiece, exacted of each for the benefit of the shipping 
master and boarding house keepers contrary to the U.S. statutes, 
In September the attorney of the Seamen’s Branch appeared before 
the shipping commissioner in four cases and won three of them 3; be- 
fore the British consul in four, and won two; before magistrates in 
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seven, and obtained relief in six; in municipal courts in three, and 
settled one case and won another ; in the U. S. District Court entered 
four libel suits and settled three ; and in the U. S. Circuit Court be- 
gan one suit, which was settled ; $1,140.11 was collected for sailor 
clients. ‘The Seamen’s Branch needs to be better supported for its 
increasing work. 


We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of packages of papers and 
books from Miss Mary P. Howntt and Mrs. E. R. Rocsrs, of New 
York City ; a box of papers from Miss L. 8S. WIL.Is, of Port Chester, 
N. Y.; a case of magazines and papers from Mrs. A. W. Merwin, 
of Wilton, Conn., and a box of books and papers from two unknown 
donors. 


Sarp a retired U.S. chaplain to us recently ‘‘I would like to be 
back at the work. I love sailors.” This was after a life-work among 
them. Anybody can draw the conclusion. 


Miss Emma ALEXANDER, superintendent of the department of work 
among seamen, writes that the W. C. T. U. of the State of New York 
have placed nearly a thousand comfort bags on vessels and barrels of 
literature, besides the loan libraries it sends to sea through the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society. The interest in sailors of 
the W. C. T. U. is growing. 


THE Secretary suggests that churches may well imitate the example 
of the Westminster Church of Bloomfield, N. J. It met in a social 
capacity in October and filled fifty comfort bags for seamen, and asked 
the Secretary to address the company assembled. Ut¢zle dulci was well 
exemplified. 


Loan LIBRARIES. The master of the schooner Alice J. Crabtree 
writes of No. 10,183: 

Your library has been on board one voyage, and has been read by officers and crew 
and appreciated. 

The master of the schooner Hisie A. Bayles writes of No. 10,288 : 

I take pleasure in enclosing a contribution of $2 from my children. It gives me 
great pleasure in telling you of the many enjoyable hours your books have given me 
and my crew, to say nothing of my wife who has accompanied me for the past eight 
months. The books relating to the history and life of the great explorers and states- 
men, as well as those of the wars of the nations, and especially those of our own 
country, have been read several times. Those relating to religious subjects, such 
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as Ben Hur, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, etc., have been receiving a good share of 
attention also, and each time we find something new and encouraging inthem. I 
will sail in a few days for an extended trip along the South Atlantic coast and feel 
sure that we will find a great deal of enjoyment in reading the books of the new 
library received to-day, among which I am pleased to find a few written in the Ger- 
man language, which will be especially appreciated by some of the crew who are 
Germans, 


The master of the schooner Helen M. Atwood writes of No. 10,368: 


This is to certify that it was placed on board the schooner about two years ago and 
that the books have been read by the members of the different crews that have sailed 
in the said vessel, and no doubt it has helped them to pass away many lonely hours: 
at sea. It is now taken on shore and replaced by another. 


The master of the schooner Polanoe writes of No. 10,402: 


I herein express my thanks to you for your library which I have had two trips to 
French Guiana and Central America, The books have been read by myself and part 
of the crew and were much appreciated and very useful, and thank you very kindly 
for the new one. 


The mate of the schooner Wm. C. Tanner writes of No. 10,445: 


Your library has been on board during the last voyage to Barbados and other 
ports of the West Indies. I herein express my thanks to you for your books which 
have been read by the captain, by myself and most of the crew. The books are in- 
teresting, and thanking you for the use of the library. 


The master of the barkentine Robert Ewing writes of No. 10,526 : 


In behalf of myself and my crew we desire to express our gratitude for your kind- 
ness in providing us with the reading of the books of your library. We enjoyed 
many a pleasant hour with profit and benefit, morally and spiritually, and we feel 
satisfied we are making no mistake when we make this statement. 


et 
For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
MISSION TO SAILORS. 


BY DR. STRICKLAND, 


The first mission to the heathen in it, nor the slightest intimation 


of which we have any knowledge 
was to sailorson the Mediterranean. 
It was on this wise: Jonah, a proph- 
et of the Lord, was commanded 
to go to Nineveh, the capital of 
Assyria, and proclaim its doom. 
It was a short message, but it was 
one of unmingled wrath. Unlike 
the message of John, there was 
not a word of mercy or repentance 


that if they chould repent the sen- 
tence would be reversed. His 
whole text and sermon was com- 
prised in seven words, ‘‘ Forty 
days and Nineveh shall be destroy- 
ed.” Short as it was, the burden 
was too great for the prophet to 
bear, and he sought to evade his 
duty by fleeing to a distant coun- 
try. Finding a ship in port at 
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Joppa ready to sail for Tarshish, 
he went on board and paid his 
fare. The ship had not proceeded 
far on its journey when the gentle 
gales which wafted it were turned 
into a tempest, for ‘‘the Lord sent 
a great wind into the sea and there 
was a mighty tempest.” The ship 
was tossed fearfully by the raging 
billows and was in great danger of 
being wrecked. The sailors were 
greatly alarmed and cast over- 
board all the freight to lighten 
the ship. At last, as men do in 
all cases of extreme peril, they be- 
gan to pray. Every sailor cried to 
his particular god. While thus 
engaged, inquiry was made for 
Jonah, and strange to relate he was 
found in the hold of the ship fast 
asleep. The captain went to him 
and woke him, saying, ‘‘ What 
meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, 
call upon thy God, if so be that 
God will think upon us, that we 
perish not.” 

The sailors had a custom of de- 
termining certain doubtful things 
by casting lots. They supposed 
that natural evils were caused by 
the commission of some crime. It 
will be remembered that the sin 
of Achan was found out in that 
way. ‘The lots were accordingly 
cast, and the fatal one fell upon 
Jonah. They said to him there- 
fore, ‘‘ Tell us for whose cause this 
evil is upon us?” ‘They further 
questioned him as to his occupa- 
tion and from whence he came, 
what was his country and who his 
people. His sin having found him 
out he made a clean breast of it 
and informed them that he was a 
Hebrew, and feared the Lord who 
made the sea and the land, that 
he had been ordered to go to Nin- 
eveh and announce its destruction. 
When the sailors heard this they 
became more alarmed than ever 
and said to him, ‘‘ Why hast thou 
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done this?” They then asked him 
what they should do to him that 
the tempest might cease, and he 
replied, ‘‘Take me up and cast 
me overboard, for I know I am 
the cause of all this evil.” This 
the nobie-hearted sailors refused 
to do, and they made a mighty 
effort and put forth all their 
strength to row the belabored ship 
to the shore. But it was all of no 
avail and the tempest increased in 
fury. 

Having now learned that there 
was a God of the seaas well as the 
land, they began to pray to Jonah’s 
God, saying, ‘‘ O Lord, we beseech 
Thee, let us not perish for this 
man’s life, and lay not upon us in- 
nocent blood; for Thou, O Lord, 
hast done as it pleased Thee.” 
But still the tempest raged, and 
as a last resort they took up the 
disobedient prophet and cast him 
forth into the sea, when at once 
the storm ceased. Then the whole 
ship’s crew feared the Lord with 
all their hearts and offered sacrifice 
and solemn vows. They lost their 
cargo but they saved their lives. 

Nor was Jonah lost. God had 
provided a receptacle in the form 
of a great fish which swallowed 
him and bore him towards his des- 
tination. He proclaimed the word 
of the Lord to the Ninevites and 
they believed and repented and the 
threatened doom was averted. _ 

This was not only the first mis- 
sion, but it was the first prayer 
meeting ever held on board a ship; 
and this Mediterranean bark be- 
came the first floating Bethel in 
the world, a fit type of all the 
floating Bethels on the globe... _ 

RR 

Sr1r William Turner has estimat- 
ed that a whale of fifty tons weight 
exerts 145 horse-power in swim- 
ming at a rate of twelve miles an 
hour,—Scientrfic American. 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


VIEWS OF THE PRESIDENTS OF HARVARD COLLEGE 
AND BOWDOIN COLLEGE, WITH THE IMAGERY 
AMPLIFIED. 


BY S. 8S. PRENTISS, ESQ., A VOLUNTEER WORKER AMONG SEAMEN IN 
NEW ORLEANS. 


The true course of a vessel cross- 
ing the Atlantic between two given 
points should be a straight line, 
but owing to currents and counter 
currents, the wind and waves, the 
loading of the ship, and other cir- 
cumstances, the actual course is a 
spiral line laid over the straight 
line. The actual course deviates 
first on one side and then on the 
other, but the vessel finally reaches 
the port, because it is ‘‘ heading 
right.” The perfect course be- 
tween the cradle and the grave is 
the life of Jesus Christ, which 
is a straight line. The life of the 
follower is a spiral line, but he 
reaches the ‘‘haven where he 
would be” because he is ‘‘ heading 
right.” A young man’s ideal 
should always be high, even 
- though he may not actually at- 
tain it. If he deviates altogether, 
his course may lead to outer dark- 
ness. 

When a young man is not head- 
ing right, the true way to approach 
him is not to threaten him with 
hell, or offer him the rewards of 
heaven, but to seek him out after 
finding the person or persons whom 
he loves, and in a quiet and friendly 
way present to him the great truth 
of vicarious suffering, the bearing 
of one another’s burdens. It is an 
undoubted fact that a young man 
will make greater efforts to save 
those whom he loves than he will 
make to save himself. <A soldier 
will make much greater effort to 
defend the country which he loves 
than to defend his own life if he 


were alone. A swimmer who 
thinks his will-power has failed 
and that he is exhausted would, 
if he were to turn and see his sis- 
ter drowning, exert a still further 
energy, which he would not exert 
to save himself. 

If you ask a young man who is 
not heading right whether he 
thinks he has the right to take 
his own life, he would probably 
answer yes if the strain on him 
were too great, because he has no 
wife or children depending on 
him. If you ask him whether just 
before he committed suicide he 
would cut the throats of his fath- 
er, mother and sister, he would 
feel that he had been insulted by 
such a suggestion. But if you can 
in akind and gentle way point out 
to him that no man lives to himself 
alone, that the innocent suffer 
with the guilty, and that, in 
throwing away his body and soul, 
he is killing those who are dear to 
him, by his sin bringing his fath- 
er’s grey hairs down in sorrow to 
the grave, breaking his mother’s 
heart, and causing shame and 
mortification to his sweet sister, 
he will look upon his sin in a dif- 
ferent light. If this appeal in the 
name of those whom he loves meets 
with no response, then indeed, 
whilst in such a frame of mind, 
there can be little hope; but ex- 
perience has shown that such an 
appeal often will meet with the 
proper response. 

A man is his brother’s keeper, a 
man’s sin casts a dark shadow over 
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the lives of those whom he loves. 
The father and mother of the 
wandering boy during the weary 
watches of the night suffer more in- 
tense agony than he does himself. 
The mother and sister of the men 
who go to battle for their country 
in distant lands suffer more than 
the men themselves, and wait 
with palpitating hearts for the 
publication of the death list after 
every battle. This law of vicar- 
ious suffering is a law of Christ 
Himself. He suffered vicariously 
to redeem men from their sins, to 
purify them by His precious blood, 
and to raise them to a higher and 
nobler life. No one can escape 
the effects of this law. The inno- 


cent must suffer for the sins of the 


guilty, and the guilty should be 


told gently but firmly of the con- 


sequences of their conduct on the 
lives of those whom they love. 
They should also be told, that, in 
addition to causing such suffering 
to dear ones, they wound again 


the sacred heart of Jesus, and by 


every act of sin crucify afresh the 
Son of God. 
And if a man will give up his 


gin for the sake of Jesus, and for 


the sake of those whom he loves, 
he must then, in token of a living 


faith, imitate his blessed Master, 


and wherever opportunity offers 
try to raise up from the mire the 
fallen sister and the fallen broth- 
er, no matter how deep they have 


gunk. The value of their souls 
has been appraised by Christ Him- 
self, who shed His precious blood 


for their salvation, and we cannot 
go behind that apprasiement. 

No human plummet can ever 
fathom the depths of the father’s 
love. The father continued to 
love the prodigal son, and even 
when he had forgotten his father, 
and was sunk in an awful abyss 
of sin and shame. ‘The son fora 
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while lost his hold on the father, 
but the father’s hold on the son 
was never relaxed. ‘The son wan- 
dered far away, but he could not 
escape the father’s love, which 
followed him everywhere. The 
shepherd loved the lost sheep 
more than the ninety and nine 
which had never strayed. No man 
and no woman and no child can 
ever fall so low that the Father’s 
love cannot reach them in the 
depth of sin and shame; that the 
Saviour’s blood cannot save and 
purify their hearts, and that the 
blessed Spirit of God cannot sanc- 
tify and ennoble their life. 


——»> + = 
Free Legal Aid for Sailors. 


Mr. Abbott’s report for the year 
1899 since the Branch was estab- 
lished in March, shows that he 
handled more than nineteen hun- 
dred cases in that time, of whom 
405 were Americans, 278 Germans, 
265 Swedes, 188 English and the 
others of thirty other countries. 
He recovered for sailors $6,029 for 
wages, $739 for personal injuries, 
$300 for hospital expenses, $500 
for expenses to home ports and 
$2,090 worth of personal property. 
He has obtained the aid in hun- 
dreds of cases of the various con- 
suls, and before the Shipping Com- 
missioner and the courts, but has 
been able to accomplish a very 
great deal without the necessity of 
going to court about the cases, it 
being naturally realized that a let- 
ter from him commands the im- 
mediate attention of the parties 
interested and if they do not settle 
the claim, they can often be per- 
suaded to compromise on a fair 
basis. Mr. Abbott expects that 
this year will demand his atten- 
tion to not less than 3,000 cases. — 
Marine Journal. *e ad 
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THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE BRITISH-BORN SAILOR: 
A NATIONAL DANGER. 


BY COMMANDER W DAWSON, SECRETARY OF THE MISSIONS TO 
SEAMEN SOCIETY, LONDON. 


(Continued from the November number. ) 


A crimp is not necessarily a 
‘* Bill Sykes.” ‘Thirty years ago 
a thriving crimp near the London 
docks had his country house, and 
drove into business every morning, 
like any other successful city man. 
Since then, crimping sailors in the 
United Kingdom has become a less 
lucrative business) * * * 

Meanwhile Captain Pitman, R. 
N., devised a plan of transmitting 
long. voyage seamen, about to be 
paid off in strange ports, direct to 
their distant homes, and of sub- 
sequently forwardizg on after 
them their accumulated earnings, 
when the paying-off day came. 
This partially starved the crimps. 
It does not, however, apply to 
members of crews who do not re- 
side at a distance from a port of 
discharge, or whose homes are 
abroad. So long as employers re- 
tain wages accumulated during 
long voyages, to be handed in cash 
to their crews when discharged in 
the lowest slums of large commer- 
cial seaports, two days after dis- 
missal from their ships, euch gold- 
laden seamen will be worth rob- 
bing, and robbers will not be want- 
ing. S * = 

The predatory classes do not 
usually style their several callings 
by obnoxious names, which might 
betray their real means of liveli- 
hood. So there are no persons 
In existence who call themselves 
““crimps.” Such persons are 
“‘clothiers,” ‘* boarding-masters,” 
“licensed victuallers,” etc., with 
their respective  ‘‘ runners.” 
Abroad they frequently call them- 


selves ‘‘shipping masters,” and | 
undertake occupations which are 
illegal in the United Kingdom, 
viz., to supply seamen to ships and 
to assist at their discharge. In> 
the continental ports, reported on 
by Lord Dudley’s committee, it is | 
hardly possible for a seaman to | 
obtain employment in a British 
ship except through the agency of — 
a crimp, or so-called ‘‘ shipping- 
master.” “s * 

Reporting on Hamburg, Ant- 
werp and Rotterdam, Lord Dud-_ 
ley’s committee state that: “At 
each of these ports, accordingly, | 
shipping masters have long been © 
established, and many of them 
appear to carry on a lucrative 
business. The evidence laid be- 
fore us leaves no doubt that, in 
the great majority of cases, sea- 
men are unable to obtain employ- 
ment without having recourse to 
them. Strong complaints have 
been made to us of the high fees 
charged by shipping masters for 
their services, especially at Ant- 
werp and Hamburg. * * We 
find that at Hamburg and Antwerp 
it has been the practice of H. M.’s 
Consuls-Generai to accord recog- 
nition to certain selected shipping 
masters. * * Weare clearly of 
opinion that the course followed 
(of privileged shipping masters) is 
open to great objections, as tend- 
ing to impress seamen with the 
idea that the shipping masters are 
officials and that their fees are 
compulsory. 

“This 1s especially the case at 
Hamburg, where two shipping 
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masters, acting in partnership, 
who have received consular recog- 
nition, undertake a large amount 
of the clerical work in connection 
with shipping business at the con- 
sulate, and practically act as mem- 
bers of the consulate staff, * * 
We fear there is good ground for be- 
lieving that captains are often in- 
terested parties in the employment 
of shipping masters. * * We 
think it likely that, in the case 
of some captains, such commis- 
sions are regularly accepted and 
lookedfor. * * Werecommend 
that shipping masters themselves 
should be rigorously excluded from 
consular offices and waiting yards.” 
The evidence on which the re- 
port of Lord Dudley’s committee 
is based more than justifies these 
conclusions. The Consul-General 
at Antwerp testifies, Q. 4,967: 
Anybody can be a shipping mas- 
iter. He is not required to go to 
ithe police, or have a character; 
indeed, one may be the greatest 
rascal living and become a ship- 
ping master by merely paying the 
charge for the patent.” Q. 4,974: 
‘sThese men are probably earning 
from £400 to £500 a year, which 
is enormous for men of that class.” 
Yet, Q. 4,989, 4,990, ** The men’s 
‘discharges they make out, often 
‘in our office.” Q. 5,020: “*When 
| discharging goes on they assist the 
captains in some respects, but not 
-us. They count the money for 
them, and make out the discharges 
‘and the accounts of the seamen.” 
/Q. 5,021: ‘They did some years 
| ago copy the articles of agreement.” 
_ The straightforward evidence of 
Captain Pitman. R N,, an official 
_of the Board of Trade, sent across 
in 1896-7 to investigate these no- 
/torious rascalities, shows: Q 
2,354: “The position occupied by 
_the privileged shipping masters is 
productive of the worst possible 


results, and not only at Hamburg, 
supported as they are by the of- 
ficial sanction of the Consul-Gen- 
eral. They have the exclusive 
right of entering the consular of- 
fice, and take a leading part in the 
engagement and discharge of sea- 
men. ‘They have practically the 
monopoly of the supply of seamen 
for British ships. Until lately 
Messrs. Findlay and Durkee were 
the proprietors of what was called 
the ‘English (?British) Sailors’ 
Home,’ and from the support they 
received from the Consul-General 
they were able to attract numbers 
of British seamen to their house, 
where they were swindled to a 
great extent. Messrs. Findlay and 
Durkee’s power has been par- 
amount, and they have exercised 
it in an exacting and arbitrary 
manner, more especially as regards 
the boycotting of certain boarding 
masters, whose action in some way 
or other interfered with their in- 
terests, the cruel result of which 
was to prevent seamen residing at 
such houses from obtaining em- 
ployment; and in some instances 
means were adopted to prevent 
seamen being engaged, although 
previously selected by the masters. 
It is stated that Messrs. Findlay 
and Durkee have printed on their 
cards that they are the agents of 
H. M.’s Consul General; and for 
all shipping purposes they have 
come to be regarded as forming 
part of the consular staff. Their 
business is a lucrative one, as we 
are informed they made about 
£4,000 a year from it, etc. * * 
Findlay and Durkee have legally 
bound themselves to pay Prenzlaw 
30s. for every ship which engages 
her shipping through them, for 
ten years, provided Prenzlaw does 
not set up as shipping master in 
opposition to Findlay and Dur- 
kee. That, roughly, amounts to 
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£400 per annum. * * I think 
that illustrates pretty well what 
the other ports are. There is lit- 
tle difference between them” Q. 
2,359: ‘ Dunkirk is an exception- 
al port.” ” : i 

What can be the conditions of 
life in the British long-voyage 
trade, when no less than 14,502 
merchant seamen annually fly 
from their ships when in some for- 
eign or colonial lands, at the sac- 
rifice of large arrears of unpaid 
wages, and of character, to be- 
come vagabonds in the eyes of the 
law, branded with the ill-name of 
‘‘deserters” ? Besides the waste 
of seamen, there is a degradation 
of character, and a heavy loss of 
earnings to their dependent fami- 
lies. 

Crews are ordinarily engaged in 
the United Kingdom to take their 
ships out and home; or for an all 
round voyage, or a time limit, say, 
of two years. Except, perhaps, 
the officers and petty officers, few 
of the crew are allowed allotment 
notes to their families or bankers, 
and they receive little of their 
wages until the ship returns to a 
home port. Obviously, when the 
ship does return home, the shorter 
period the men have served, the 
less wages there will be to pay. 
Therefore, a captain who wants to 
work his ship economically has no 
pecuniary interest in bringing 
back to the British Isles the same 
crew that sailed with him. * * * 

Apart from the inhumanity and 
rascality disguised under the mis- 
applied term ‘‘ desertion,” surely 
the annual loss of 14,502 merchant 
seamen has a national aspect. 
Might not the consular annual re- 
ports cease to ignore these nation- 
al interests? It requires no legis- 
lation to set our consuls at, say, 
New York (2,633 desertions), San 
Francisco (923), Philadelphia 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ December, 


(630), Rio de Janeiro (529) Balti- 
more (456), Portland, Oregon 
(342), Boston (264), Rosario (215), 
and Marseilles (119) to enquire 
into and report upon, year by year, 
the conditions of life in the Brit- 
ish merchant service, and the lo- 
cal influences, which result in 14, 
502 seamen annually running away 
from their ships when in distant 
lands? Might not the colonial of- 
fice invite the authorities at, say, 
Newcastle, N. 8. W. (436 deser- 
tions), Sydney (345), Cape Town 
(315), Melbourne (215), and Mont- 
real (211), to do a similar service? 


It requires only the will on the 


part of the government to procure 
annually and to publish the re- 
quisite information. 

The ‘‘desertions” take place 
mainly amongst the long-voyage 
crews, with many months’ unpaid 
wages to leave behind them. These 
accumulated earnings do not go to 


the crimp or self-called ‘‘ shipping | 
master.” The crimp pays himself | 


out of the advance note for two 


months’ prospective wages in the 


new ship. The law requires the 
unpaid wages and effects of de- 
serters to be paid into the Exche- 
quer; but not a penny reaches that 
destination. 

If we take three months’ unpaid 


wages as the average amount due — 


to each deserter, taking one dis- 
tant port with another, this would 


be about £10 left behind them by 
each of the 14,502 annual desert- | 


ers; so that a sum of £145,000 a 


year, besides the value of their — 
effects, is thus lost to merchant — 


seamen and their families and does 
not reach the Exchequer. 

Then, if we suppose 10,000 of 
the deserters to be put on board 
new ships by crimps who receive 
advance notes for £8 each, there 
is a further loss of £80,000, mak- 
ing £225,000 in all of sailors’ earn- 
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ings lost every year to seamen and 
their families, 

Surely, the loss to the country 
in the depreciated moral sense of 
the 14,502 deserting seamen, and 
in the physical distress to their 
dependent families, is worthy of 
some official research into the 
operating causes, whether they 
originate afloat or ashore, which 
result in all this misery and loss. 
* **k * 

Where captains fail in their at- 
tempts by ‘* working out,” or by 
the aid of so-called ‘‘ shipping 
agents,” alias crimps, to compel 
their crews to ‘‘desert,” they 
sometimes succeed in worrying 
seamen into consenting to forfeit 
@ portion of their accumulated 
wages and agreeing to be discharg- 
ed abroad contrary to agreement. 

Commander Caborne, C. B., R. 
N. R., in a recent paper before the 
Shipmasters’ Society, read ‘‘ with 
feelings of shame some excerpts 
from ship managers’ letters and 
telegrams (to their captains) read 
in the House of Commons,” of 
which the following are specimens: 
1. “‘ We wired you to say that you 
were only to give the crew salt 
beef, no fresh provisions, and to 
keep them hard at work so that 
they may get tired of the ship and 
agree to a forfeit of £3; we cannot 
afford to pay them off without a 
forfeit of this kind as runners ask 
£5 to i 3 * We hope 
to hear you have paid off most of 
your crew and got a forfeit, as you 
should not require many men to 
complete the voyages.’ 2. A tele- 
gram: ‘Give your crew salt beef 
only, and keep them hard at work. 
They will soon agree to a forfeit.” 

So long as shipowners retain the 
wages of their crews in their own 
possession during the whole period 
of the voyages, they lay themselves 
open to unworthy suspicions; and 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


367 


dishonest shipowners will be laid 
open to temptations. 

Let the wages be paid monthly 
into the hands of the seaman, or 
his representative or banker, and 
most of the rascalities practised 
upon long-voyage crews, which 
rob seamen of their earnings and 
drive British-born merchant sail- 
ors from the sea, will die of star- 
vation. ‘‘The love of money is 
theroot of'all eval. Far ite ee ® 

No well-informed man can wise- 
ly say of any British sea-service 
that ‘‘ the former days were better 
than these.” The indignant re- 
monstrance of Captain Brenton, 
R. N., the naval historian, address- 
ed to Sir James Graham, in 1837, 
tells a terrible tale of the domestic 
life in the Royal Navy for half a 
century before the Queen ascend- 
ed the throne. The merchant 
service was also in a sad condition 
at that date. Since then the 
Board of Trade has become the 
good angel of the mercantile ma- 
rine. Gratefully do intelligent 
merchant seamen of all ranks re- 
cognize in the Board of Trade 
their surest and best friend. Great 
things have been accomplished for 
them in this glorious and prolong- 
ed.reign. There has been a gen- 
eral rise in the spiritual, moral, 
and physical aspirations and habits 
of both officers and crews, as well 
as in shipowners, despite limited 
liability companies without a con- 
science and without a heart. All 
have not risen in the same degree, 
but the worst shipowners, officers, 
and seamen now are not anything 
like so bad as the worst of their 
class sixty years ago. 

This uprising of character, con- 
duct, and habits of merchant 
seamen demands corresponding 
changes in the modes of payment, 
engagement, and management. 
Till these reasonable changes are 
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made, the more respectable Brit- 
ish-born sailors will continue to 
give place to foreigners and Asiat- 
ics in our foreign-going trade. 
Britons of low moral character and 
attainments, unable to obtain em- 
ployment elsewhere, may for a time 
remain, and others, starved off the 
shore, may temporarily fill some of 
the vacancies. This low moral res- 
idue will not be the style of offi- 
cers and men on who mthe destinies 
of Great Britain will ultimately 
depend. 

The merchant seeks his remedy 
in the employment of still more 
foreigners and Asiatics, but the 
State should have a lien on the 
mercantile marine for national de- 
fense. It is the interests of the 
State, and not of the merchant, 
which we are here to discuss. 

What was true in this matter of 
the Spaniards, when the great 
Tudor Queen and her immediate 
successors held sway in these isl- 
ands, is true of Great Britain under 
a greater Queen than Elizabeth. 
Repeating, with a variation, the 
warning of Admiral Monson, I 
would conclude: ‘‘ Notwithstand- 
ing the necessity they have of mer- 
chant sailors, there is no nation less 
respectful of them than the Brit- 
ish, which is the principal cause of 
their want of them; and till Great 
Britain alters this course, let them 
never think to be well served at 
sea. 


ett te 


Life Saving. 


BY THE REY. C. A. STODDARD, D D. 


[After describing the work of 
the U. 8. Life Saving Service in 
the Observer, Dr. Stoddard says] : 


There is another kind of life- 
saving. It is rescue from moral 
wreck. Salvation from the sing 
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and evils and temptations which 
threaten destruction to our souls. 
There are life-savers, a multitude 
of them. engaged in the holy work, 


_and God be praised for their earn- 


est and self-sacrificing devotion. 
They have all the needful appli- 
ances for soul-saving, and they 
know how to use them. Now and 
then a crew is indolent or a cap- 
tain is careless, but in general both 
captains and crews are doing their 
best to rescue the perishing and 
to prevent moral wrecks. There 
are enemies who are always ready 
to criticise the life-saving stations, 
and the men who through cold 
and storm and darkness throw out 
the lifeline, man the life-boat, 
and keep the lights burning on 
the shore. And so there are many 
higher and lower critics who make 
the Church of Christ and ministers 
of the gospel targets for their slings 
and arrows. It is an unworthy 
business to find fault with and de- 
fame men and women whose chief 
business in living is to help and 
save others. Far better would-it 
be to turn in and help them to 
take hold of the line, to lend a 
hand in the boat, to patrol the 
shore in order to rescue some sink- 
ing ones from the waves which en- 
gulf them. Whether the life-sav- 
ing be done by the United States 
service or by the Church of Jesus 
Christ, whether it be salvation for 
the life that now is, or for eternal 
life, it is worthy of all praise and 
thanks, for it is true and accept- 
able service to God and man. 


READ in this Magazine the ex- 
tracts made from the annual re- 
port of the New York Port Socie- 
ty. Added to the faithful work 
of devoted missionaries is the care- 
ful superintendence of an able 
board of directors. 


| 


| 
1 


| 
| 
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OCEANOGRAPHY. 


Germany, with its usual thor- 
oughness, is bent on systematically 
arranging the knowledge likely to 
accrue from its development as a 
sea power. As our Berlin corres- 
pondent informs us, the Emperor 
has ordered the establishment in 
that city of an institute for the 
study of oceanography. At this 
centre materials already acquired 
will be collected, and considerable 
additions are expected to be made 
to the knowledge of the marine 
physics, chemistry, and natural 
history. Among questions propos- 
ed for more immediate study is the 
mixing of the waters of Baltic and 
North Sea in the Emperor Wil- 
liam’s canal. The former, which 
receives many rivers, is much less 
sait than ordinary ocean water. 
Also, it is less uniform in compo- 
sition, since fresh water can float 
on salt, being so much lighter. Oa 
a calm day the two mix slowly, 
and at all times saltness and weight 
increase, together with the depth. 
In the Gulf of Bothnia, for in- 


stance, the specific gravity of the 


fluid is 1.004, or, in other words, 
a cubic foot of it weighs a thou- 
sand and four ounces, while the 
same amount of distilled water at 
the same temperature weighs a 
thousand ounces. This would be 
quite drinkable; indeed, ordinary 
Baltic water, such as that by the 
Danish island of Méan, or the 
German one of Rigen, tastes like 
an equal mixture of salt and fresh. 
That proportion, in fact, nearly 
represents the composition of the 
surface water at Kiel. A cubic 
foot of it would weigh about one 
thousand and fourteen ounces, 
while the same quantity of North 
Sea water would weigh about one 
thousand and twenty-six ounces. 
Of course, changes of tempera- 


ture also affect the weight, but 
they would produce little effect at 
the two ends of the canal, which 
is sure to be invaded by the heavi- 
er fluid, so that all its water will 
probably be a little salter than 
that of the Baltic. Evaporation 
from the surface of the sea also 
tends to increase saltness; and all 
sheets of water from which there 
is no efflux, especially in warm 
climates, become very salt. A 
cubic foot of Dead Sea water out- 
weighs the same quantity from the 
Atlantic by quite 200 ounces; con- 
sequently the Sea of Salt is well- 
nigh destitu e of living inhabit- 
ants. Yet in former ages, when 
it was so large as to cover the Jor- 
dan Valley up to and considerably 
north of the Lake of Gennesaret, its 
waters were at least as fresh as those 
of the Baltic. Our Berlin corres- 
pondent states that the infusion 
of the North Sea water would, it 
was felt, prove injurious to the 
fish in the canal, and he mentions 
that pike entering it from the 
Baltic became blind. But we do 
not think that many kinds would 
suffer materially. Some fish, like 
salmon, habitually pass from salt 
to fresh water; others make their 
way from the sea some distance 
up estuaries. Many mullusks, or 
shells, as we call them, can also 
adapt themselves to circumstances, 
though here there are limits. 
Oysters of some kinds will move 
from the sea far up rivers, and 
certain genera, such as the Spiral 
Cerithium and Melania, are repre- 
sented by species in both fresh and 
salt water. But when the fluid 
becomes too fresh, shells which 
properly live in the sea seem to 
suffer from the change. The cock- 
les of the Sea of Azov are a com- 
mon marine species, but their 
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shells have become thin, the ribs 
upon them less conspicuous, and 
at first glance their true relation- 
ship would not be identified. The 
same thing happens in the Baltic. 
The cockle, mussel, and peri- 
winkle live in it, but they are very 
much smaller than those in the 
open sea, while the whelk, limpet, 
ad scallop are absent, and the oys- 
ter is only found (and then more or 
less stunted) near the straits. Yet 
this was not always the case. On 
the eastern shores of Jutland are 
great mounds of shells of mussels, 
cockles, periwinkles, and oysters 
—all full-sized. They are refuse 
heaps of mollusks eaten by human 
beings who were not the most an- 
cient inhabitants of Europe, but 
belonged to one of the earliest of 
the races which had acquired the 
art of polishing their stone weap- 
ons. The condition of these shells 
proves that the North Sea and the 
Baltic were then connected by 
much broader channels. ‘This, 
however, is in no way surprising, 
for even in historic times consider- 
able changes of level are known to 
have occurred in this region and, 
above all, in the south of Sweden. 
—The London Standard. 


———@»9 tS _- 
Nautical Hygiene. 


Liverpool and London have for 
some time supported establish- 
ments that are especially devoted 
to promoting the health of seamen 
and to studying and treating the 
diseases to which mariners are pe- 
culiarly liable. Germany has now 
followed this excellent example 
and has established the Hamburg 
Institute for the study of nautical 
hygiene. 

Lhe many changes that the past 
thirty years have wrought in the 
world’s marine have tended to im- 
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prove the physical well being of 
the sailor, but at the same time 
have afflicted him with a new crop 
of ailments. The food of seamen 
has been greatly improved. The 
rapid transition from sails to steam 
has largely increased trade with 
tropical countries because the swift 
vessels of to-day can carry tropical 
fruit and other products that 
could not stand slow transporta- 
tion in warm latitudes. Hence 
sailors are much more afflicted 
now than formerly with diseases: 
of tropical origin. The almost 
universal substitution of steel for 
wood in the construction of vessels 
and the consequent changes in the 
nature of work on shipboard have 
had their effect in changing the: 
nature of the accidents to mem- 
bers of the crew. | 

Many of the old-time diseases, 
such as scurvy. night blindness, 
the so-called ship anemia, and 
chronic ailments of the digestive 
organs, if not yet quite extinct, 
have become rare. A series of new 
diseases has taken their place and 
are now haying the attention of 
the medical faculty. In order to 
deal with these diseases such as 
malaria, beri- beri, blackwater fev- 
er and other tropical disorders, 
special hospitals are needed, at the 
large ports. 

This is the reason for the estab- 
lishment of the institutes at Lon- 
don and Liverpool and for the new 
institution at Hamburg. Among 
the many features outlined for the 
Hamburg Institute is a course of 
study on the symptoms and treat- 
ment of malaria and other tropi- 
cal diseases and on tropical physi- 
ology and hygiene. This course 
will extend over several months, 
and the students will number 
maoy physicians engaged in prac- 
tice at all the seaports of Germa- 
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ny. The investigations by Prof. 
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German government to establish 


Koch of tropical diseases did much the Hamburg Institute.—Marine 
to bring about the decision of the Journal. 


THE OLD LOBSTERMAN’S STORY. 


The occupation of fishermen is 
practically the same in every age 
and land. The men who follow it, 
whether along the shore or in the 
deep sea, always command a tender 
interest as reminding us vividly of 
Christ’s chosen companions and 
apostles. ‘‘ For they were fishers,” 
washing and mending their nets, 
casting them into the sea, break- 
ing them as they hauled them in, 
inclosing a multitude of fishes. 


eating fish with them on the beach 
where they landed. 

The old fisherman on the coast 
of Maine won my heart from the 
first day of my sojourn close to his 
home, because of his great age, 
because of his simple, kindly man- 
ners, and especially, I think, be- 
cause—as he told me to begin with 
—he was “named after Simon Peter 
in the Bible.” It is true his Chris- 
tian name was Simon only, but 


The Lord Christ Himself stood on 
the shore and watched the fisher- 
men, took passage with them on 
their fishing-smacks, and on one 
occasion directed them where to 
cast their hooks and where to let 
down their nets. By miracle He 
rescued them, when they were in 
jeopardy from boisterous winds 
and raging waters; He made them 
fishers of men. To fishermen at 
their toil He graciously showed 
Himself after He was risen from 
the dead, blessing their haul and 


Peter (by interpretation a Rock) 
might well have been added on 
account of his sturdy character and 
of the abundance of rocks which 
made his home; on them he built 
his house, from them he daily 
shoved off his boat. By reason of 
strength he had reached fourscore 
years, all of which he had spent 
in this immediate region at the 
mouth of the Kennebec—except 
when occasionally off cruising on 
a coaster. For forty years he had 
dwelt and toiled in his little cove 


and on the waters stretching out 
from it. Morning, noon and night 
he had said, with his apostolic 
namesake, ‘‘I go a-fishing,” and 
gone out in his punt or dory or 
larger boat, with his dip-net for 
cunners (to use for bait), with his 
hook for cod, or to haui his lob- 
ster-pots. Long experience had 
made him an expert as to the de- 
tails of his vocation and the weath- 
er probabilities. ‘‘ Will it be a fit 
day for us to go to Monhegan?” we 
asked the old man on the foggy 
morning of our last vacation day. 
“Yes, the fog will lift by and by, 
and you’ll have a clear day—the 
sun sot red last night.” 

But I am forgetting the story in 
telling about the old lobsterman 
himself. I had asked him about 
his early life as we stood among 
the rocks one evening, after he 
had got all his boats hauled off to 
their moorings. ‘‘I was brought 
up, you know, by my grandfather 
on the Scotty River. He was a 
good man, but he was very strict. 
On Sunday we couldn’t do any- 
thing but go to church and stay 
in the house and such things. [ 
was mischeevyous, you know, and 
the other boys were mischeevous, 
and many a time we used to lay 
behind the fence, you know, till 
the tithy-man had gone along, and 
then we’d git up and go where we 
wanted to. When did I first begin 
to go to sea? When I was fourteen 
years old I went to Wilmington— 

hat is in North Carolina, you 
know—as one of the crew with a 
Joad of lumber. After that I wasal- 
ways a-coasting or a-fishing. When 
I was sixteen years old I used to 
come down the Scotty and go out 
on the White Island grounds a- 
fishing and fish all night. We had 
those old Chebacco boats, you 
know, with no bol’sprit, with the 
foremast away up in the bow, and 
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two stannin-rooms to fishin. There 
was a little place down forrud to 
cook our tea and sleep. We had 
a fireplace and a chimley of rough 
stones up to the deck and then a 
funnel out of that. 

‘‘ Well, one day Elder Pratt, he 
was the Free Will Baptist preach- 
er, you kvow, came to my grand- 
father and says he, ‘I would like 
to go out fishing some day and 
stay all night,’ says he. But my 
grandfather told him, says he, ‘I 
am not going out, but my grand- 
son there is going out,’ says he, 
‘and you can go with him,’ says 
he, ‘and he knows how to manage 
a boat just as well as I do,’ says 
he. So the elder went out with 
me one day, and we stayed all 
night. After we had fished a 
while I got tired and I told the 
elder, says I, ‘I am going to turn 
in a little while, and you may have 
my stannin-room. But, elder,’ says 
I, ‘you must keep a sharp lookout 
for vessels,’ says I, ‘ for we are right 
in the course of down- easter coast- 
ers,’ says I. ‘And if you see one 
of em making for us,’ says I, ‘ you 
must take that horn out of the 
cuddy,’ says I, ‘and blow it quick 
with all your might,’ says I, ‘or 
theyll run us down,’ says I. ‘All 
right,’ says the elder, ‘I will,’ says 
he. So I went below and turned 
in. 

“‘T had just got asleep when I 
heard the elder praying as loud as 
he could, praying God to keep that 
vessel off. I knowed well enough 
what the matter was, and I grab- 
bed a firebrand out of the fireplace 
and jumped on deck and saw a big 
fore-and-after winged out and 
coming right down for us. [swung 


that firebrand round and round till — 


I couldn’t hold it any longer and 
had to heave it overboard. 
saw it and jibed over just in time 
to go clear of us. Then the elder 


They @ 
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lifted up his hands and said, ‘ God 
has answered my prayer,’ says he. 
He hadn’t seen me, you know. 
Then I went aft and told him that 
I had heard him say that God had 
heard his prayer, and how that I 
had signaled the vessel, you know. 
‘Well,’ says he, ‘God did hear my 
prayer.’ Then says I, ‘elder, you 
are an old man,’ says I, ‘and I am 
nothing but a boy,’ says I, ‘and 
_you’re a minister,’ says I, ‘but 
didn’t you forget part of what the 
Bible says?’ saysI. ‘ How’s that?’ 
says he. ‘ Well,’ says I, ‘I know 
that the Bible says that we must 
pray,’ says I, ‘but it says that we 
must watch as well as pray,’ says 
_I, ‘and you didn’t watch and you 
didn’t blow the horn,’ says I, and 
the old elder, says he, ‘I’)l look 
that up.’ Afterwards when we got 
home he told my grandfather—I 
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both parts of the Scripture com- 
mand and kept a sharp lookout, 
yes, and blown his horn too, even 
while his heart was praying. 
Peter’s friend James, who seemed 
to be familiar with ships and rud- 
ders and fierce winds, was very 
particular to argue that faith aad 
works must go together. 

Good-by now, old fisherman of 
Rutherford Island! May you and 
all your brethren of the hock, 
the net, the seine and the lobster- 
trap willingly receive Jesus as a 
passenger into your ships—nay, as 
Master and Pilot. He who called 
the fishermen of the gospel wishes 
you to be His followers, so that 
henceforth you, like Simon, may 
have some part in catching men as 
well as fish. Look out for both 
sides of the text—believe in God 
and pray to Him, but meanwhile 


was behind the door and he didn’t 
_ know I was there—‘ your boy,’ says 
he, ‘is a pretty smart boy,’ says 
he, ‘and he told me,’ says he, 

‘that the Bible says we must watch 
_as well as pray,’ and then he told 
my grandfather the whole story 
about the vessel and my fire- 
_ brand.” 

I have thought over the old 
lobsterman’s story a good many 
times since I got back from my 
_yacation, and wondered whether he 
_knew that he had quoted Christ’s 
own word to his namesake—‘ Si- 
mon, watch and pray.” I have 
wondered, too, whether in his as- 
surance that the vessel’s crew had 
_jibed over because they saw his 
signal, it had occurred to him 
that his own coming on deck at 
the right time, with firebrand in 
hand, might not have been God’s 
way of answering His aged ser- 
-vant’s prayer. God has many ways 
to bring about His purposes of 
good. But for all that, the old 
elder should have remembered 


do your whole duty. Use your 
judgment and your eyes and your 
hands, but at the same time cast 
all your care on Him, just as Si- 
mon Peter wrote in his letter. Do 
not be afraid to ask the Lord of 
fishermen to guide you in the cast- 
ing of your net and the sailing of 
your ship. Can you say, as Peter 
did, ‘‘Thou knowest, Lord, that 
IT love Thee”? Then show your 
love by keeping His command- 
ments. Do you know, as Peter 
did, that the putting off of your 
tabernacle cometh shortly? Do 
you, like Paul’s shipmen on his 
perilous voyage in the Mediterra- 
nean, deem that you are ‘‘draw- 
ing near to some country”? It is 
a better country, that is, a heaven- 
ly, and there is no reason why you 
should not, to quote again from 
Simon, the fisherman of Galilee, 
greatly rejoice in Him, whom hay- 
ing not seen ye love, ‘‘ receiving 
the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls.”—ev. C. 
C. Carpenter, in Congregationalist. 
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WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS. &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG. 


Mr. K. I, Bere writes on October 1: 


Contrary to our usual experience the 
summer has been marked by good and 
well attended meetings here. It has been 
a great joy tosee such a lot of intelligent, 
quiet and nice sailors listening to the 
word and taking a lively part in the songs 
and prayers, even testifying to received 
mercy. This has excited several others 
to partake in the work, I have also ob- 
served with joy that it has not been nec- 
essary to urge the sailors to visit our 
meetings, but they have come of their 
own accord. Ob that itcould ever remain 
so! But all of a sudden the nice, intelli- 
gent sailors disappear, and for a long 
time we have only dull, lethargic and in- 
accessible seamen, as the case has been 
during the whole of September. With 
them you may do anything you like; 
seek, call, invite, but all in vain; the ex- 
cuses of the unwilling are many, even if 
they do not always consist of public-house 
life or the dance; card-playing and drink- 
ing on board the vessels are very usual 
too, and the young, inconsiderate aud 
inexperienced sailors are then on intim- 
ate terms with the old and hardened, 
from whom they easily learn to get bitter 
against the Lord and His word and 
friends. It is easily understood that a 
sailors’ missionary under such circum- 
stances is not very welcome on board. 
What the sailors do not dare or want to 
do themselves, insult and outrage him, 
they find a pleasure in when it is done by 
the harbor Iaborers, They do not protest 
against the bad words which these are 
pouring forth against him, but rather 
copsent to them. | am sure that captains 
could do something to prevent the sailors 
from getting intimate with such people 
who have thrown overboard all religion 
and morality, but most of them do not 
seem to take the least interest in their 
erew, Before such experiences a worker 
among sailors must feel much dejected. 
But here it is a matter of not despairing 
but continuing to sow on in hope. In 
the parable of the four grounds we read 
that some seeds fell among the thorns, 


some on rocky places, some by the way- 
side, but some on good ground. It is 
blessed to keep in mind that even among 
sailors one part will fall on good ground. 

Number of ships in port since last 
statement, 593; religious services held, 
43; average attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 25, of others, 5; religious 
visits to hospital, 12, on ships, 602, in 
boarding houses, 95; Testaments and 
parts of Testaments distributed, 80, 
tracts, &c., 1,800. 


STOCKHOLM. 


Mr. J. T. HepstRom writes on Septem- 
ber 29: 


The past quarter has brought salvation 
to many sailors. The ninth of July I 
went on board a steamer where I spoke 
to all I could reach. I found four sailors 
who were at rest for a few minutes, and 
consequently I began to speak to them 
about thesweet rest upubove. They list- 
ened with both ears and heart and re- 
ceived the word with great joy. 

The seventh of August I found in an- 
other ship an old man who was very sad. 
He said he had been a Christian for some 
years, but he had never been tempted so 
much as he was in the last voyage, and 
he was led to believe that he had left the 
Saviour. The devil had tempted him to 
jump overboard and end his troubles. I 
had along talk with him, and read to him 
many portions of the Holy Scripture. 
Before leaving him he said, ‘‘the Lord 
Jesus is still mine, and I am His child.” 
On the fifteenth of the same month I vis- 
ited a steamer at meal time. Three men 
among the others listened to my words 
with deep attention, and received the 
gospel with thankful hearts. 

In some ships I find one or two, some- 
times three, who are very glad to hear 
the gospel, and in others there are none 
Who care anything about it. One day I 
found a sick man on board who listened 
and desired to become a Christian. 

In our reading room at Vartan the 
Lord’s presence has been felt among us. 
Our gatherings have not been large, but 
they have been solemn and sweet; souls 
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‘have been cheered up and praise has been 
heard in our sanctuary. Festivals have 
‘taken place from time to time and have 
always been an hour of happiness to men 
who are familiar with privations. 

On the first Sabbath of September we 
commenced a Sunday School; the first 
time we had thirty children, but on the 
third Sabbath it had increased to fifty- 
four. 

Average attendance of seamen at reli- 
gious services, 30; visits to ships, 450; 
book bags issued and placed on board 
ships, 81; portions of the Bible distrib- 
uted to the sailors, 829, Testaments, 127, 
-and tracts, 8,910. 


SUNDSVALL, 


The Rov. E, Eriksson writes on Octo- 
‘ber 1: 


God has strengthened me during this 
summer in my missionary district with its 
fifty saw mills and loading places. My 
summer rest consisted in traveling with 
the twelve steamers running every hour 
‘between the town and the loading places 
in the archipelago. At the saw mills I 
shave borrowed a rowboat and visited the 
vessels. Then I gave tracts, spoke with 
the captains and the crews, prayed with 
them and invited them to meetings. In 
‘this way I have tried to protect the sail- 
ors who are always surrounded by impos- 
tors, keepers of public-houses and women 
from brothels. Thirty or forty years ago 
the conditions were worse than they are 
now, though there is not so much fruit of 
the labor visible as formerly, when masses 
of men were revived. This summer I 
shave had many blessed hours on board 
with the sailors around the word of God, 
and it has been more lively on board than 
‘in the chapel. I have had the help of 
believing captains in prayer, preaching 
and singing the gospel, 
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Not many sailors have been in the hos- 
pital this year, but some of them have 
found peace with God through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

During the quarter we have had two 
seamen’s festivals which were a great suc- 
cess, and I balieve some were saved. 

I have preached the gospel in chapel 16 
times, on shipboard, 24; have had prayer 
meetings 31 times; made 75 visits to 
lodgings, 15 to hospital and 260 to ships; 
I have distributed 4,000 tracts, 115 Testa- 
ments and many good books. 


ee 


Japan. 
KOBE, 


The Rev. Epwarp MaKkeHAm writes on 
October 2: 


Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 19, Japanese, 205, 
all others, 127; religious services held in 
chapel, 11, on shipboard, 10, elsewhere, 
10; average attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 15, of others, 21; reli- 
gious visits to hospitals, 9, on ships, 122, 
in boarding houses, &c., 75; parcels of 
tracts, &c., distributed, 53. 


—— a 


Madeira, 
FUNCHAL. 


The Rev. W. G. Smarr writes on Oc- 


tober 10: 

The U. S. S. Monongahela has been 
here with the Rav. H. W. Jones as chap. 
lain. I visited the Monongahela several 
times and many of her boys and men 
cime to the Sailors’ Rest. I gave a lan- 
tern lecture on her which was very largely 
attended. 


At Ports in the United States. 


New York. 
NEW YORK, 


We have room for a bare outline of the 
-eighty-second annual report of the abund- 
‘ant and blessed work of the New York 
Port Society. Much has been omitted. 

Pastor Bouws’s report: 


The attendance of seafaring men at its 
religious services is larger than in any 
other similar institution in the United 
States. This is not to be wondered at when 
we consider that five workers are regular- 
ly employed, laboring exclusively among 
this class in hospital, saloon, boarding 
house, on shipboard and on the streets. 

We have had but one entertainment 
and distribution of refreshments during 


the year, viz., at Christmas, when the at- 
tendance was about four hundred and 
fifty. This might bave been repeated 
every week, but neither the church coun- 
cil nor workers approve of such meat ures, 
as the time of the missionaries can be bet- 
ter employed, and is greatly needed every 
evening of the year. 

Through the Mariners’ Church those 
who on koard ship have met with serious 
injury, which had been aggravated 
through neglect and unskilful treatment, 
have been placed (through the kindness 
of their managements) in hospitals of this 
city. The majority of these, whose in- 
juries bid fair to leave them hopelessly 
crippled, a burden to the community, 
have, through the kind ard skilful ser- 
vice rendered at these institutions, been 
restored to health, and so able to gain 
their own livelihcod. 

We give three instances: One, a young 
Swede, a seaman on the United States 
steamship Indiana, fell from the vessel 
into the dry dock and had his leg frac- 
tured. After much suffering, and under- 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ December, 


toward the lecture room the pastor notic- 
ed that the man limped, and said, ‘*‘ Why, 
you walk lame?” ‘‘ Lame! ” he exclaim~ 
ed; ‘‘ why, I have an artificial leg, but 
can walk as fast as you can.” The pastor 
has good reason to believe that all of these 
were influenced towards a Christian life 
by the attention shown to them. 

During the year ending May 1, 1900, 
16,445 letters were received and 10,829 
written at the Mariners’ Church. In ad- 
dition to these there were sent through 
the Registered Letter and Money Order 
Departments $7,462 30 from seamen to 
their relatives, an increase of $3,000 over 
apy previous year. In addition to the 
foregoing, several thousand dollars have 
been deposited in the Seamen’s Bank by 
sailors, because urged to do so by the 
workers of the Port Society; the ship- 
wrecked have been temporarily provided 
for; men discharged from hospitals, too. 
weak to resume work, have been furnish- 
ed with board and lodgings (largely 
through the Haven Relief Fund) till suf- 
ficiently strong to take care of themselves. 


going several operations, he came tothe Special pains have been taken to place 
Mariners’ Church, his limb very painful men coming ashore from a voyage in re- 
and refusing to heal. He was referred to spectable boarding houses, and the suc- 
the Post:Graduate Hospital, and through cess which has attended these efforts has 


the influence of its president was received 
as a free patient. An operation was per- 
formed for the removal of decayed bone, 
which was a success, and he returned to 
us after several weeks, completely cured. 

Another young man, complaining of 


gone far beyond our expectation. 

The poet declared the truth when he 
wrote, ‘‘ Be it ever so humble, there’s no: 
lace like home.” What hallowed, mel- 
ow influences are there experienced by 
those enjoying its privileges, influences, 


severe pain in his stomach (had keen told which, as the sun holds and controls 
tbat he had cancer), was observed in the the earth in her orbit, are ordained of 
reading room, Icoking dejected and un- Gcd to hold father and brother and son 
comfortable. When asked by the pastor and husband to the right and the truef 
to come into the service, he replied: **I But these wanderers of the sea, with few 
have no heart to go in.” This man was exceptions, are far separated from home 
sent to the Cancer Hospital for examina- aud relatives. It is right here the work- 
tion. There he was told that he had no ers of the Port Society, not by merely 
cancer, and could not be received as a pa- handing him a treet, or by a continual 
tient. He subsequently entered St. Vin- denurciation of his sins and follies, not 
cent’s; there the X ray was applied and only (we say it with reverence) by pre- 
the cause of his pain discovered: a fish-_ senting to him the truths of the sacred 
bone hed lodged inthe stomach. He sub- Scriptures, but as workers together with 
mitted to an operation; the bone was re- God extending to him the loving minis- 
moved, and after several weeks’ rest and tries of hearts made intensely in sympa- 
recuperation he returned to his former thy with him by long association and by 
employment a well man. the Spirit of God. 

Another case: A man came into the The question is often asked: ‘‘ Do the 
room, and accosting the pastor, said: sailors seem to appreciate and erjoy the 
‘*Don’t you know me?” Isaid: ‘Your services?” Come and see, is the only 
face seems familiar; who are you?” proper answer tosuch a question. A sail- 
‘* Well, sir,” he said, ‘‘you placed mein or asleep in the church is very rare, and: 
the Presbyterian Hospital a year ago; I nowhere is greater reverence shown by 
was then suffering from a severe rupture. those present for the house of God. 
Thank God, I am now well and ableto Whether in ;the service of song, which 
0 lO sea as a steward.” As we walked precedes the evening address, or in the: 
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responsive reading of the Psalms of Da- 
vid, or during a sermon, the same inter- 
est has been manifested by these little- 
understood (by landspeople) and much- 
maligned ‘‘ toilers of the sea.” 

To hear the plain, practical truths of 
the Word of Gcd, and worship with the 
little ficck who gather at the old Marin- 
ers’ Church, 26,589 have come during 
the year, because the sailor has learned 
to love that which one man spoke of as 
“The blessed old place where I first caw 
the l'ght, and where, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, I became ‘a new creature in 
Christ Jesus.’” 


Missionary Marrson’s report: 


Services in the Scandinavian language 

are held twice a week, with an average 
attendance cf about eighty-five. A Nor- 
wegian sailor came to a Sunday after- 
noon meeting with a curse on his lips, 
(as he afterwards confessed.) When first 
spoken to he only laughed at our plead- 
ings, but when left alone he was brought 
to conviction by the Spirit of God; when 
spoken to again, at the close of the meet- 
ing, he was willing to surrender and give 
his heart to Jesus. Before going to sea 
-he showed clear evidence by his life and 
testimonies that he had passed from death 
unto life. Ina letter from Pernambuco 
he writes: 

**T can thank God to-night for His love 
to me and never shall I forget that Sun- 
day when in tke old Mariners’ Church I 
came to the Cross and on bended knees 
asked God to forgive my sins; thank God, 
He heard our prayers. I feel stronger in 
the faith each day.” 

On his return from that voyage he 
brought his brother to our church and we 
had the joy of leading him also to our 
blessed Master. He writes to me from 


_ Havana: 


*< How well I remember the first time 
when you spoke to me and how the same 
evening I was born again. The Lord 


shall have all the glory that has kept me 


unto this day. My daily prayer is for 
grace that I may hate sin in all its ap- 
pearances.” : ; 

In our many visits to the vessels in the 
port of New York and Brooklyn we have 
been made welcome and, with a few ex- 


ceptions, always been treated with cour- 


tesy by the captain and cflicers aboard. 
At times whole crews have come to the 
evening services in response to our invi- 
tation. : 

A mother writes from Finland: 

«6To tell in words what I felt when I 
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read your letter is impossible, for my 
heart is so overflowing of praise to my 
God for what He has done for my boy far 
away. Accept a mother’s sincere thanks 
that you through the grace of God led 
him to the cross of Jesus. [ had a letter 
to-day from him and he tells me that he 
has begun to walk in the narrow way. 
May the Holy Spirit rest over you and 
your good work.” 

A father writes from Sweden: 

‘*We thank ycu most heartily for your 
letter and information about our son, it 
was a great comfort to us after all our 
waiting and longing to hear from him.” 

The weekly visits to the hospitals have 
perhaps left the most blessed results. 
If space would allow, many instances 
could be related how men are brought to 
Christ through affliction. Distributing 
invitation cards on South Street one day, 
I was told that a sailor had been shot on 
a steamer in Brooklyn, and taken to the 
L. I. C. Hospital. I went immediately 
over there and found him in a very se- 
rious condition with two bullet wounds in 
the breast. With his consent prayer was 
offered and at the next visit he seemed 
much improved. I read the Bible to him 
and he, believing in Jesus, found peace 
to his soul. A few months afterwards, 
when he left the hospital, he joined our: 
church and gave clear eviderce of his 
conversion. . 

A boatswain brought {o the Marine 
Hospital from the S. S. Mae was talked 
and prayed with and won to Christ ina 
similar way. He has been a real blessing 
to us since he left the hospital. Many 
who have received the message of salva- 
tion in those lonely hospital wards have 
gone hcme to be with the Lord forever. 

A Norwegian confined to his sick bed 
for five years, had often been conversed 
with during that time about his soul, and 
though a good moral man, yet he bad not 
decided for Christ. One day as usual I 
came to him with a tract anda kind word, 
he appeared to be in the same condition 
and I was going to pass on to the next. 
one, when led by the Spirit of God I once 
more approached him and to my great 
joy he asked my prayers and confessed 
his sins with tears in his eyes, and believ- 
ing in Christ he died the next day. 

A missionary in Honolulu writes to me 
from that place about one of our con- 
verts: 

‘I am sorry to tell you that Bro. P. 
is in the hospital here. He asked me to 
tell you that he was converted in your 
church, I assure you he loves his birth- 
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place, he often speaks of his church home 
so lovingly. He has endeared himself to 
us all by his upright character and we 
shall feel a real regret when he must go 
from us; he will be a star in your crown 
of rejoicing.” 

Three remarkable letters have come to 
me during the year, showing in what 
strange manner the Lord can bring the 
backsliding ones to Him again. One 
comes from Townsville, Australia, from 
a shipwrecked sailor, who with his com- 
rades spent eight days at Christmas on a 
coral reef and then six days in an open 
boat. He writes: 

‘* What we suffered in those six days I 
cannot describe, it was the turning point 
in my life and I thank Jesus that He open- 
ed my eyes, and also you for your kind- 
ness to me in New York. I have been 
saved both from temporal and spiritual 
death.” 

Another sailor writes from Iquique, 
South America: 

‘“‘A month after we left Shanghai a 

oung Swede fell from the upper top gal- 

faut yard, down on the forecastle head, 
he was smashed to pieces and died in- 
stantly. It took four of my shipmates so 
hard that we gave our hearts to God. 
With God’s help we will keep on to the 
end. Don’t forget to pray for us.” 

That young man who was called away 
so suddenly had often been prayed with 
while visiting our church, and it was my 
sad duty to write home to his parents. 

The third letter comes from Milford 
Haven, England: 

‘*No sooner had I reached Buenos Ayres 
than I forgot all my good promises to the 
Lord and you. I have been sinking deep- 
er in sin ever since. One day aboard [ 
was taken sick, every one thought I 
should die, I was unconscious for four 
days. When I recovered sense, the first 
thing I saw was the little Bible you gave 
me lying at my side, it has been a great 
comfort to me, When I opened it my 
eyes fell on that verse: ‘Come unto me 
all ye that labor,’ and in my despair I 
prayed and found peace with God. Now 
with the Lord’s help I am going out into 
the world a new man.” 

A first mate, converted here, writes 
from Everet, Washington: 

‘*T am always praying for you and your 
work. I am glad to have the opportunity 
to do something for our Master. Four of 
my crew have now given their hearts to 
God, and of my last crew five were con- 
verted. Every Sunday I remember your 
meetings, wishing to be with you. When 
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in San Francisco I had the joy of leading 
two more seamen to Jesus. They said 
they knew you and had been in your ser- 
vices at the Mariners’ Church.” 


Mr. Marrtson prints many more touch- 
ing letters. 


Missionary CAssERA’s report: 


We can give many instances of where 
the sailor has given himself to Christ and 
left the old ways of sin and wickedness. 
Space forbids, but here are a few extracts 
from letters from them and their friends: 

“ Dear Christian Mother: 1 am still 
serving God, and I have got good ship- 
mates, which makes it easier for me to 
serve Him. I have told them of the 
Mariners’ Church and what it has done 
for me, for it was there I gave my heart 
to Jesus.” 

‘*T would that I were in the church to- 
night listening to pastor Bouut speaking 
of God’s love for us. I cannot tell you 
how much those little talks in your office 
helped to make a man of me. May God 
bless you and your family, and may you 
win mapy sailors’ souls for Him.” 

‘* We arrived here after a stormy trip. 
Many of our men were injured, but God 
was withus. I am so glad that I have 
peace with God, and danger did not 
frighten me. With Jesus in my heart all 
is well. ‘My hope is built on nothing | 
less than Jesus’ blood and righteous- 
ness.’ ” 

** Dear Sister: I send you a few lines, 
hoping all is well at the Mariners’ Church. 
Ican never forget it. Though it may 
have seemed that I manifested indiffer- 
ence for it when in New York; but the 
Lord knows all my trials and tribulations. 
I pray daily to the Lord that He may 
bless your labors among brother sailors. 
I feel it a duty and a privilege to pray 
and be concerned about them, for did He 
not pluck ma as a brand from the burn- 
ing? How can I goon rejoicing if [ don’t 
feel concerned about my brothers?” 

“* Dear Sister: Just a few lines to tell 
you that I am well in soul and body, for 
which I am thankful to God, who is my 
constant keeper and guide, In Him I do 
place my trust. I am also trying to lead 
others to do the same.” 

_‘*You remember the little miniature 
picture I wore on my bosom while I was 
in New York on liberty from the U.S. 
S. Divie, Well, sometimes by simply 
looking at it, when I was tempted to do 
wrong, it seemed to say, ‘Don’t do it,’ 
and was a great help tome, If men fol- 
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lowing the sea would only carry a pic- 
ture of the wife or mother it would bea 
great help when tempted to do wrong, by 
looking at it. 1 am happy in the saving 
power of Jesus. Would that I had ac- 
cepted Him earlier. My wife joins with 
me in greetings and prayers for you.” 

** Dear Christian Mother: I take the 
liberty to call you mother becanse you 
were a mother to me in New York, I 
thank you for all you have done for me 
and all the good [ learned at the rooms, 
That young man that came into your 
room after I left appreciates the comfort 
bag you gave him, likewise myself, Re- 
member me to pastor Boutt and the 
workers.” 

**Your letter was a great help and a 
stimulus to us; 1t made us glad to see 
that we were not forgotten. Remember 
us to all and pastor Bout.” 

“‘T rejoice in Jesus as my Saviour. I 
do feel that I lack boldness to speak of 
His love. Pray that I may know what it 
is to be filled with His Spirit, and endow- 
ed with power to win someone for Him.” 

‘*T write a few lines to tell you that we 
had a fine passage and arrived safe, thanks 
to God. I’ve got the very best news to 
tell you, that I am still trusting in Jesus, 
and He is getting dearer to me daily. I 
am thinking to night of dear old Marin- 
ers’ Church; how I long to be there to see 
the happy faces telling of the love of Je- 
sus! You know I was a hard drinker; 
when I had money I spent for drink. The 
first thing I asked of God was that He 
take away my desire for it; and another 
thing, 1 have also given up the use of to- 
bacco. I asked God to takeaway my desire 
for it. and He did, and I came out victor- 
ious.” 

Mrs. Cassera also prints many more 


letters, 


Missionary BoRNEMAN’S report: 


Seamen’s boarding houses and ships are 
visited regularly every week. Brooklyn 
is a rich port for ships, many ‘big liners’ 
come here every week, All these ships 
have large crews on board, which are al- 
ways changing. These men deserve spe- 
cial consideration, subjected to hard and 
continued labor by day and by night, and 
without the advantage of home and fami- 
ly. These are the men to whom we have 
gone with the good tidings, and it is 
touching to see how they do come to hear 
the gospel. Here they are shown the 
hideousness of sin and exhorted to accept 
Christ as their Saviour. 
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“Dear Friend; I want to thank you 
for your many kindnesses to me. Oh, 
how many times I have thought of the 
night you prayed for me in your room, 
and how glad I am that I took the step I 
did. Ihave trials and temptations, but 
ee Sed makes me stronger for the 
next, 


“* Dear Sister : I was so glad and hap- 
py to receive your letter. I am so thank- 
ful because I have found a Saviour who 
is my help wherever I go. If I have trials 
and temptations I just go to Him and ask 
for strength to fight against the evil, and 
when I pray I have peace and joy in my 
heart. I have never forgotten what you 
said to me that first night in your room 
about prayer. I shall never forget the 
evenings [ spent in singing and prais- 
ing my Lord and Saviour in the Mariners’ 
Church.” 

“* Dear Sister: I cannot express my 
thankfulness to you and the society for 
the efforts put forth in the interest of our 
boy. But for you, our son would never 
have heard anything from us, and now 
he is so very happy of our writing to him. 
For us, the day when we received his let- 
ter was a festival day. My husband and 
children unite with mein wishing you all 
happiness and success in your work, and 
that every blessing may rest on the Port 
Society.” 

The above letter was written by a moth- 
er who for eight years had lost all trace 
of her boy who had written home time 
and time agiin without answer. We vis- 
ited his vessel while in New York, and 
invited him to the rooms; he was discour 
aged but came to meeting that night, 
and when the invitation was given be rais- 
ed his hand for prayer, and before he left 
the inguiry-room he accepted Christ as his 
Saviour. I soon found the address of his 

arents, and in his last letter from Hayti 

e says: ‘*I am happier to-day than I 
have ever been in my life before; all be- 
cause I accepted Jesus as my friend and 
helper.” 2 

“ Dear Friend: I received your letter 
and was glad to hear from you, I miss 
the meetings so much. I am going to 
church here to-night, but it will not be 
like the old Mariners’ Church, but there 
is a comfort in knowing that Jesus is the 
same here as in New York.” 

“ Dear Sister; When I left the church 
last night I felt sad at heart—a hymn they 
sang, and what the pastor said about how 
he became a Christian, and I knelt down 
and asked God to forgive me for all my 
past sins, and give me strength and wis- 
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dom that I may learn to love Him, and 
live in the right way, and after I got 
through I felt like a new man and I was 
so happy. I am anxious to tell them in a 
meeting what Jesus did for me in a few 
minutes last night. Pray for me.” 

‘Dear Friend? 1 have signed this 
morning in an American ship for Hong 
Kong. Yesterday was the first time in 
eight years that 1 had been in a church, 
but how many times have I thanked God 
on my knees that I heeded the invitation 
and spent my last Sunday in New York 
in God’s House, instead of some place 
where I ought not to have been, and Jesus 
found me there. God bless you and the 
Port Society.” 

“‘ Dear Friend: I could not go away 
without thanking you again ior your 
kindness and gcod advice. I was very 
happy when I was in church last Sunday, 
for 1t was months since I was in any place 
of worship. I have thanked God many 
times for your first visit to our ship. I 
had planned to have a great time in New 
York, but that changed everything; in- 
stead I went to the meeting that night, 
and you know how Jesus met me there. I 
have been to many sailor Bethels, but no 
one ever came to me personally and ask- 
ed me to be a Christian. 1 thought often 
about it, but I didn’t know how to go 
about it. Ithank you for the Bible, and 
ask you to pray for me,” we 


Missionary B. J. Darmonn’s report of 
work among Spanish-speaking peoples: 


It was a great pleasure to me when in 
charge of the Spanish class (Session ’95- 
’96) at the Missionary Training Institute 
of this city, to take the members of the 
Spanish class to the Spanish meetings 
held at the Mariners’ Church by Mrs. Ho.r 
and give them a chance to work and testi- 
fy, and at the same time see and study a 
little of the Spanish life and character. 
This they enjoyed immensely, and I was 
glad of the opportunity offered them. 

As time passed by, and while I was last 
fall shopping down town with a friend of 
mine, 1 was reminded of the Mariners’ 
Church by seeing a group of ¢ailors; after 
having a talk with them we stepped in 
and inquired after the Spanish meetings, 
but was told they were discontinued ever 
since our sister was called home to glory 
to get her reward. 

As there seemed to be no one to take 
up the work—and I love to work among 
the Spanish-speaking people, I volunteer- 
ed to take up the work, sow the seed, and 
gather up the stray jewels for the crown- 
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ing day when we shall all gather around 
the thrcne of grace and crown Him Lord 
of lords and King of kings. 

I feel enc uraged in the work when, 
time after time, | see how attentive they 
are to the old, old story of the Cross, yet 
new to many of them, for the majority 
have never seeu a New Testament till they 
came to this place. Many a time I have 
been told, ‘‘ 1 have never heard the gos- 
pel explained in its purity, like this, be- 
fore.” 

The reading room is opened for the 
Spaniards the same as for the rest of sea- 
faring men, but we lament that we have 
very little Spanish literature to put on the 
tables for them. I have been told several 
times: ‘‘1f you had some reading matter 
for us in our own language we would 
rather come here and spend our time than 
go to the barroom or the café.” 

Dear Christian reader, should you be 
able to give us a helping hand in this spe- 
cial work we will be glad of your pres- 
ence, help and prayers, 

We will be very glad to have you come 
to the meetings and see for yourself how 
the work is carried on, and if you care to 
say a few words to them in their own 
tongue, and cannot, I can translate for 
You. 


Report of CAMPBELL KEITH: 


During the past year the superinten- 
dent of the reading room has been engag- 
ed in a variety of duties connected with 
the institution, namely, attending to the 
sailors’ mail, corresponding with them, 
and writing for those who could not write 
and advising them and assisting them to 
send their money home, or to deposit it in 
the bank. 

Have visited ships and boarding houses 
twice a week, and occasionally the Long 
Island College Hospital. In the latter we 
find the sailor in his helplessness, and in 
that condition we usually get nearer him 
than at other times. The superintendent 
of the reading room has spent about 
twelve years at sea with ‘‘Jack,” and 
about eleven years at the Mariners’ 
Church, which gives a very practical 
knowledge of the sailor’s ways—his lik- 
ings and dislikings. Have conducted an 
average of two prayer meetings a week. 
And in these have been greatly blessed 
and encouraged by the many desiring 
prayer, and to lead better lives. 

During the past year 55,382 visits have 
been made to the reading room by sea- 
men, 16,445 letters have been received 
for them, and {10,829 letters have been 
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written by them. In the summer season 
our reading room is kept cool, and always 
a supply of ice water; and in the cold 
weather we are careful to have it comfort- 
ably warm. 

In our reading room representatives of 
many nations may be found reading and 
writing, and while we have not literature 
in every language, yet they enjoy them- 
selves with our illustrated magazines for 
many hours at a time. 

During the past year the superintendent 
has made special efforts to improve the 
condition of the reading room, not only 
by kalsomine and paint, but by the quali- 
ty and quantity of the literature. The su- 
perintendent claims that there is no sail- 
ors’ reading room in the United States 
stocked with better reading matter than 
we have on our tables. We have the best 
illustrated magazines that can be had in 
Europe and the United States. 


Report of superintendent McCormack: 


Hundreds of seamen have expressed 
their gratitude and appreciation for the 
kindness extended to them while far from 
home, Extracts from a few letters here- 
with appended will testify to this fact, 
and many of these men requested an in- 
terest in our prayers. The reading room 
has been open from 2 till 10 p.m. daily, 
which has been well patronized and proved 
a safe harbor from the numerous haunts 
-of evil in motion along this water front. 
We have received many letters from sea- 
men in foreign ports telling us of their 
privations and struggles for the right. In 
reply, many have bean written to them, 
advising and exhorting them to follow in 
the footsteps of the Saviour. 

We have continued our Sunday morn- 
ing ship service during the year. This 
service affords an opportunity to mauy to 
hear the gospel and join in song and pray- 
er who otherwise could not, owing to their 
duties, attend church on shore. 

C. L. came among us several months 
ago. Here follows his testimony: ‘‘I was 
brought up in the Christian religion and 
thought that al] that was required was to 
be outwardly, or ceremonially religious; 
but through the simple preaching of the 
gospel at Charlton Street Mission my un- 

derstanding was opened to see that one 
must be born again; avd, thank God, I 
have seen the clear light, and trust to 
continue, by God’s grace, to the end.” 

Seamen often speak of missionaries em- 
ploying tobacco and concerts and other 

-methods as a means of inducing them to 
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attend the services; but we have never 
resorted to such methods, believing that 
the gospel has lost none of its power. 

L., a young man from Belgium, at- 
tended our meetings for several months, 
having been brought up in the Romish 
faith. It cost him a struggle to break 
away from the old, superstitious ceremo- 
nies, but in his case, as in others, the 
gospel proved to be the power of God un- 
to the salvation of his soul. He is now a 
happy and useful man, employed on one 
of our river steamers, and letting his light 
shine, 

To the many kind friends who have ma- 
terially aided us by their gratuitous ser- 
vices and liberal supply of good reading 
matter, we desire to express our heartfelt 
thanks; and we request the prayers for 
the conversion of the men of the sea of all 
who read this report. 

We append extracts from letters receiv- 
ed at West Side Branch, also statistics. 

‘Having for several years been ac- 
quainted with the work at Davonport and 
Portsmouth, I can testify to the blessed- 
ness of the spiritual part of the meetings. 
I can see why the meetings are so profit- 
able, because of your joyful, kind manner 
towards all the seamen. I pray the Lord 
may bless your work abundantly and give 
souls for your hire ” 

“‘We have received your encouraging 
letter, and rejoice to hear that the friends 
and workers at the Branch are well and 
that the meetings are well attended, Ac- 
cording to nature my time on earth can- 
not be very long, but I wish to do all I can 
for the salvation of my shipmates and the 
upbuilding of the kingdom of Christ.” 

‘*T wish to express to you my thanks 
for your kindness, and trust it will not be 
lost upon us, Your visits among us and 
loving endeavors to win the men to the 
house of God and to Christ are fresh in our 
memory. Continue to pray for me and 
others in like afflictions, ” 

‘‘T read my Bible every day, and have 
not missed one gospel service; and when 
I go to sea my Bible goes with me—the 
book that contains the water of life.” 

‘* We think of the blessed meetings at 
the Branch and long again to worship 
with you at the throne of grace. Pray 
for us and our safe return.” 

‘“*What would I do without knowing 
Him whom to know is eternal life? I of- 
ten look back to the happy times we had 
together in New York, and hope again to 
see you and enjoy happy fellowship, to- 
gether with others, singing praises to Him 
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who loved us. Remember me in your 
prayers while on the perilous deep and 
far from native land.” 

Visits to vessels by superintendent and 
assistant, 3,107, to boarding houses, etc.. 
265; total visits by seamen at reading 
room, 8,178; letters written by seamen, 
3,016, received by seamen, 773; religious 
meetings held at rooms, 140, total at- 
tendance at same, 5,310; religious meet- 
ings on shipboard, 89, total attendance 
at same, 1,128. 


—————_=v 6 a—__- 


Georgia. 
SAVANNAH, 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on October 8: 


Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 148, all others, 47; 
religious meetings in chapel, 42, average 
attendance, 87; visits to vessels, 103, to 
hospitals, 12; temperance meetings held, 
7, and 36 have signed the pledge for life. 
I distiibuted many tracts and Testaments 
and other reading matter on the ships 
and at the hospitals, 

‘Lhe two first months of the last quarter 
were very dull; few vessels in port, and 
besides that I had some work done in the 
chapel, so I had to discontinue the meet- 
ings for about two weeks in August. 
But at present I am very busy; a fleet of 
British steamships is in port loading cot- 
ton, our dormiiory is well filled and the 
meetings well attended, and a great deal 
of interest is manifested in the meetings, 
so I hope and pray that our work may 
not be in vain. We have had a hot sum- 
mer, also have had some sickness among 
the seamen, more than last year. A cap- 
tain of a British steamship got over- 
heated and died in an hour’s +ime. 
had not an opportunity to speak to him 
and it made me feel very bad. I attended 
his funeral and had him buried in our lot 
in Laurel Grove Cemetery. 


ah i 
Alabama. 


MOBILE, 


The Rev. R. A. MIcKLE writes on 
October 2: 


Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 5, all others, 35; re- 
ligious services held in chapel, 8, in hos- 
pitals, 15; average attendance of seamen 
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at religious services, 7, of others, 7; reli- 
gious Visits to hospital, 6, on ships, 102, 
in hoarding houses, 46; 1 New Testament 
and a great quantity of magazines and 
SarLors’ Maaazines were distributed. 
During the month a sailor died at the 
hospital of consumption. He professed 
his faith in Christ and passed away peace- 
fully. Some two or three sick seamen 
have been admitted into the hospital up- 
on the application of the chaplain. Sev- 
eral have been permitted to sleep at night 
in the Bethel, and some hungry sailors 
have been supplied with food by a couple 
of generous restaurateurs. Very many 
choice magazines have been sent to the 
reading room. Envelopes from a mer- 
chant, and bouquets of flowers, with Bi- 
ble verses appended, from the King’s 
Daughters, were gratefully received. One 
lady presented to the Bethel a picture of 
Dr. A. J. WITHERSPOON, once a Mobile 
and for many years afterwards a New 
Orleans chaplain. This valued memento 
was accompanied with a gift of a dollar 
for Bethel work. The monthly concert 
was fine. There was much use made of 
the free stationery in the reading room, 


tS 
Louisiana. 
NEW ORLEANS, 


Mr. JAMES SHERRARD writes on Octo- 
ber 8: 


I am pleased to know that you have 
noticed an improvement in the work in 
this city since [ took charge of it. I hope 
this will increase as I become better ac- 
quainted with the habits and needs of 
seamen. I find a great many men who 
come to the reading room don’t care for 
reading, but are very fond of looking at 
the pictures in the illustrated papers and 
magazines, sol bind a number of them 
together and they are very much inter- 
ested in looking them over. There are 
others who like an opportunity of talking 
to a willing listener, and so I keep a num- 
ber of my evenings free from other en- 
gagements and specd them in the reading 
room, not sitting at the desk, but around 
the tables, right among them, 

After the Galveston storm a number of 
vessels came from there here, and the 
sailors were very glad of the opportunity 
of relating the many thrilling incidents 
that occurred in that fearful hurricane. 
I also play checkers with those who pre- 
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fer spending their evenings in that way. 
I try to shake hands and welcome every 
one as he comes in, and bid him good 
night as he leaves with a cordial invita- 
tion to repeat his visit. All this affords 
me a good opportunity of studying sea- 
men individually and of doing personal 
work. 

During the summer months I have re- 
catalogued our library and have accum- 
ulated a large quantity of desirable read- 
ing matter for distribution in the fall. 
I'he American Bible Society has recently 
made us a donation of four hundred Tes- 
taments in English, German and Nor- 
wegian, and the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society has given us a liberal supply 
in Spanish and Portuguese. 

1 met a young mess-room steward boy 
lately who was doing real missionary 
work on his ship. He was a Christian 
and teetotaler himself, and he was inter- 
esting himself very much in a fireman on 
the same ship who had signed a pledge 
and was trying to get the victory over the 
drink habit. He accompanies him on 
shore, carries him to sailors’ missions, 
and though he is much younger be makes 
a companion of him to try and save him. 
If 1 did not bave to carry the financial 
burden of the Bethel I could do a great 
deal more work for the men of the sea. 


ee ————— 


Oregon. 
ASTORIA, 


The Rev. Jonnston McCormac writes 
on October 4: 


In last quarter we have had compara- 
tively few ships, and this, together with 
quarantine and storms, accounts for the 
comparatively few services on shipboard. 
But now that the wheat fleet begins to 
come and quarantine is at a standstill, I 
hope to do better on ships the coming 
quarter. Last Sunday I held service on 
two ships in the forecastle, with tourteen 
sailors in the morning and nine in the 
afternoon; and Sunday two weeks ago I 
held similar services on two other ships. 
Sunday before last it blew almost a hur- 
ricane on the bay, and I held a little ser- 
vice in Paddy Lynch’s boarding house in 
Astoria, There were seven sailors pres- 
ent and we sang seven hymns, on the 
last of which, ‘‘ Yield not to tempta- 
tion,” I gave a little exhortation on the 
evils of yielding to temptation and the 
blessings of resisting them. At the con- 
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clusion of this service the boys begged 
for one of my hymn books so they could 
sing by themselves, and of course I let 
them have one, By the way, I think 
gospel hymns in a linen cover would be 
one of the best kinds of tract distribu- 
tion. I find a great many of my gospel 
hymns slip away in this way. 

Deputy U. S. Marshal Stuart, our 
watch dog, being removed from us, the 
Portland boarding houses naturally grav- 
itate towards Astoria. 

In the last quarter I performed one 
baptismal service, seven marriages, and 
attended eight funerals. Of the funeral 
services three were for persons drowned 
in the Columbia river. Of deaths by 
drowning in the Columbia I might say 
that one hundred is considered the aver- 
age every year of fishermen who find a 
watery grave here; yet they come by 
thousands every fishing season, showing 
plainly what great fasc’nations and at- 
tractions there are in the fishing business; 
and showing too, I think, that the apos- 
tles had greater sacrifices to make in giv- 
ing up the fishing business and following 
Christ than we are apt to give them credit 
for. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 1, all others, 18; 
religious services on shipboard, 5, else- 
where, 19; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 13, of others, 24; re- 
ligious visits on ships, 26, in boarding 
houses, 40; Bibles and Testaments dis- 
tributed, 1, tracts, 5,850 pages, —~-~ 


ee, 
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Washington, 
TACOMA. 


Tho Rev. R. S. Stusss writes on Oc- 
tober 10: 


During the past week the Synod of 
Washington held its annual meeting in 
the First Presbyterian Church of this 
city. I was elected ‘‘to sit as a corre- 
sponding member,” was introduced to 
the Synod, and was privileged to address 
it. The following resolutions were pre- 
sented and adopted: 

‘“‘The Synod of Washington having 
heard with interest the remarks of the 
Rev. R.S. Stupss, a representative of 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, 
we do hereby resolve, 1, that we heartily 
endorse the evangelical labors of the 
chaplains under the direction and support 
of this organization, in this, the seventy- 
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second year of its history, and, 2, that 
we recommend that our pastors and stat- 
ed supplies give the work their approval, 
and to the chaplains their moral support, 
and commend them to the confidence of 
their parishioners,” 

I am grateful to report prosperity, and, 
best of all, conversions to our adorable 
Saviour. 

Charters are unusually high and ton- 
nage scarce, but a large fleet is on the 
way to Tacoma for wheat, of which there 
are now lying in our recently completed 
wheat warchouses nearly 1.500,009 bush- 
els in sacks of about 97 to 103 lbs. each. 

The paucity of seamen in port makes 
the stay among us of those who eome to 
our port very brief and often so sadly 
wasted by the misguided men who are so 
addicted to drink. 


—__—__ = << __ 


The Planets for December, 
1900. 


Mercory will be visible in the south- 
east in the morning just before sunrise 
for a few days about December 7. 

Venus will continue to be the most 
conspicuous obj2ct in the morning sky. 

Mars will rise about 10 p. m., but will 
not be conspicuous. 

JUPITER Will not be visible. 

SaTuRN will not be well visible. 

Princeton. Uemlve 
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Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CHERRY STREET, 


Reported by Capt. H. O. Appleby, Lessee, for 
the month of 
OcTOBER, 1900, 
Motalarrivalse..ccccceseees 


oe eves ccccvcce 90 
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Receipts for October, 1900. 


MAINE. 


Hampden, Congregational Church, 
towards a loan library...........$ 5 00 


New HAMPSHIRE. 


Amherst, Congregational Church... 9 66 
Littleton, Congregational Church, .. 8 81 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Newburyport, Newburyport Bethel 
Society, for a library,........0.... 25 00 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


R#OoDE ISLAND. 
Bristol, Mrs. A. S. Van Wickle......-- 
Providence, Central Congregational 
@HUrCH rc stees ceca st ccivee sec ee 


CONNECTICUT. 


Bristol, First Congregationa] Church. 
East Windsor, First Congregational 
Church 
Essex, Mary M. Post.......-e0. ‘ 
Manchester, Second Congregationa 
Church sh get ee 
Mount Carmel, Congregational Ch... 
North Greenwich, Congregational 
Church saarcies stelle Menino nie ctentres 
Southport, Congregational Church 
Sunday School. ... welarersione 
Windham, Frederick H. Means...... 
Windsor Locks, Congregational Ch.. 


New YORE. 


Albany, the Chautauqua County W. 
C, T. U., for a library to be 
named the Martha L Stevens Li- 
brary. and the Ulster County W. 
C.T. U., for a library to be nam- 
ed the Mrs. Olive Harting Libra- 

Brooklyn, Central Congregational So- 
ciety abe sieemee 

Miss Emeline Spofford, for a libra- 


r 
Cohoes H.B. Silliman......... a 
New York City, steamship collections 
from the White Star line steam- 
ers, received per E.J Adams 
Steamship collections from the In- 


ternational Navigation Co.’s 

lines, received per H. G. Philips, 

CaShier: «:- «/siaca Welniciewenlcielsieniecesices 
SOHNE WiIShb: oneciececmeticcsicte 


Collegiate Reformed (Dutch) Ch... 
Mrs. E P. Hoyt, for two libraries, 

oo and to refit library No. 10,094, 
Su De Babcock <cecenecns cea cieicsecelcels 
Wm. Alexander Smith........ 
Deering, Milliken & Co..... 


Samuel Wildes’ Sons ........... 
By AN Dalene ecicaicicseierivieyeveternctetelsteets 
Charles C. Beaman....... wale setae 5 


Part of concert collection on steam- 
ship Rotterdam of the Holland- 
America line, being apportion- 
ment to the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
PRIEND) SOOMTY scence ccieses coe me 

Capt. Benjamin Benson, of schoon- 
er Hotei A. Baylies, for library 
WODKi js ccresemieareeetatens Ae08o0c 


New JERSEY. 
Newark, First Presbyterian Church.. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Washington, Annie B. M. Craig. for a 
library in memory of David W. 
and Jane O Mahon, with the text 
‘“*The redeemed of the Lord shall 


CALIFORNIA, 


San Francisco, Mariners’ Church, re- 
ceived per Rev. J. Rowell,....02. 


| December. 


20 00 
91 00 


5 00 


9 00 
1 00 


20 00 


10 00 


$1,121 15 
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AMERICAN LINE, *.* RED STAR LINE, 


NEW YORK and NEW YORK and 
SOUTHAMPTON. ANTWERP. 

SAILING FROM | 

NEW YORK EVERY WEDNESDAY. | NEW YORK EVERY WEDNESDAY. | 


SOUTHAMPTON EVERY SATURDAY. ANTWERP EVERY SATURDAY. 


FLEET. 

Tonnage 
ST. LOUIS - Twin Screw - 11,629 ARAGONIA - Twin Screw - 
ST. PAUL . er - . 11,629 NOORDLAND- - - 
NEW YORK - sf se - 10,803 WAESLAND - = 
PARIS - ihe es - 10,795 PENNLAND - ~ 
KENSINGTON - * ss - 8,669 BELGENLAND - - 
SOUTHWARK - <f ne - 8,607 RHYNLAND - oO 
FRIESLAND - - 7,116 NEDERLAND - = 
WESTERNLAND ° - 5,736 SWITZERLAND - 

BUILDING. 

Tonnage 
VADERLAND  - Twin Screw - 12,000 MERION - Twin Screw - 
ZEELAND - 02 = - 12,000 (A STEAMER) - ce she = 
HAVERFORD - 5 ee - 10,000 (A STEAMER) - ec ss - 


INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION COMPANY, 
73 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


WHITE STAR LINE. 
UNITED STATES AND ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS. 


Sailing every Wednesday, from NEW YORK to LIVERPOOL, calling at QUEENSTOW 
to land Mail and Passengers, 


bin . 
Oceanic” 
17,274 tons. 


4 , ‘ 
Majestic” 
10,000 tons, 


66 ’ 
Teutonic” 


10,000 tons. 12,647 tons 


SALOON PASSAGE, Winter Season, from $50.00 up, ACCORDING TO STEAMER 
: and accommodation selected. 
Superior SECOND CLASS accommodation on ‘ OCEANIC,” “ MAJESTIC,” and 
“ TEUTONIC.” Rates, Winter Season, from $37.50 up, ACCORDING TO STEAME 
and accommodation selected. 
For plans and information apply at Company’s Office, 


9 BROADWAY, NEW YORE 


AG debs 


SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


AND 


SEAMEN’S FRIEND, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 1900. 


O Trinity of love and power, 
Our brethren shield in danger’s hour ; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe 
Protect them whereso er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad hymns of pravse from land and sea, 


W@loe ex, 
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NEW YORK: 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
76 WALL STREET. 
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japan: Yokohama... .s.eoes sere-eee.s REV. W, T. Austen. 
KObC....-ccesecesconessssreeessssee REV, Edward Makeham, 
ee Nagasaki,......ss00- Vacvecceee. ss. JOON Makins. 
thile: Val ALAISO. 60 cesseereceeerenr see Rev. Frank Thompson. 
Argentine Republic: Buenos Ayres..... Buenos Ayres Sailors’ Home, G. L, Chamberlain. 
; Rosario... sperteeersccsssereseeses Rosario Sailors’ Home and Mission, R. Stewart. 
yt Montevideo..........-..so0ces Montevideo Harbcr Mission, Rev, G. P. Howard. 
adeira; Funchal .. 2... .ee-s+s.+ee+s: Mission to Sailors and Sailors’ Rest, Rev. W. G. Smart. 


foes 


)— .. Astoria : 
Washington: Tacoma,.....+..,+:seeee.6 Tacoma Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. R. 8. Stubbs. 
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poeta Mass., N. Sq. Mariners’ House.. Boston Seamen’s Aid Society -- ... Capt. J. P. Hatch. 
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IMFGDIGS Ala. oii.) seve wsansees . Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society... : 
‘New Orleans, La....-.. .»» New OrleansSeamen’s Friend Soc’y. 

San Francisco, Cal.... .. «» San Francisco Sea. Friend Society.. Capt. Melvin Staples. 
New Haven, Oonn...........+-.-...05.+. Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society.... Rev. J. O: Bergh, Supt. 


ie MARINERS’ CHURCHES, 


FS aaa Location. Aided by Missionaries. 
Portland, Me., Fort St.,n. Custom House. Portland Seamen’s Friend Society.. Rev. G. Southworth. 
Boston, Mass , 332 Hanover St......-.«.. Baptist Bethel Society...... ...... ‘ Jas. Rea. Ph.D. 
Bethel, 287 Hanover St --......... Boston Seamen’s Friend Society.... ‘* S.S. Nickersen. 
Charlestown. 46.Water St.,...-.»-. Hpiscopal City Mission.......-...... Mr. 8. H. King. 
Hast Boston Bethel... ... sear cea MGENOCIS. 62 hese s sare sacs weeitrt sence Rey, 14,5. Bates: 
pit. i 120 Marginal St...... Epecopal City Mission Yee tna.s Gee tig Ward CROCK ORs Ws 
‘Gloucester, Mass., 6 Duncan St.......... Gloucester Fishermen's Institute... - ‘* H, C. Charlton. 
‘New Bedford, Mass....... ..--.......... New Bedford Port Society - «  ** EK, Williams. 
New Haven Conn., Bethel, 61 Water St’ Woman’s Seamen’s Friend Society. ‘‘ John O. Bergh. 
‘New York, N. Y., Catharine, c. Madison.’ New York Port Society... =.: .---. ‘* Samuel Boult, 
128 Chariton Stinta sisae emcee pie wttae sf. ba Westside Branch. Mr, John McCormack, 
84 Pike Street, E.R | .....e+-.-.. Fpiscopal Missionary Society....... Rev. A. R. Mansfield. 
399 West ‘Street, INR acti s a cisito ede The Seamen’s Christian Ass’n....... ‘* Stafford Wright. 
- 841 West/Street, N. R.....+-<-e0+-- Episcopal Missionary Society....... “ W. A A. Gardner. 
21 Coenties Slip.......5.-00..+-s ae vs sg -.eeee-** Tgaae Maguire. 


53 Beaver Street....-..--.--se6.++ Finnish Lutheran Seamen’s Church, ‘* VK. Durchman. 
ooklyn, N. Y., U.S. Navy Yard....... American Seamen’s Friend Society. ‘* G. B. Cutler. ( 
193 9th Street, near Third Avenue Danish Ey. Luth. Seamen’s Mission.. “BR. Andersen. > 

 -§cand., William St., near Richard.. Norwegian Luth. Seamen’s Mission. ‘Jakob Bo. ; 
Philadelphia, Pa., Front St., above Pine. The Mariners’ Church, Presbyterian “ Henry F. Lee. 
_N. W. cor Front and Queen Sts... Episcopal Miss. Ass’n for Seamen... = ‘“* Geo. S. Gasser. 
- Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist..........5. esseeerenes Paieiay Prien 
Washington Ave. and ard;Street... Methodist..-.+..+.srys..-s +e. “ W. Downey. 

~ Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. ..0ssee-see-senre eee wees en aes “BLN, Harris. 
eet Md , Aliceanna & Bechel Sts. Seamen’s Union Bethel Society..... ‘ G. W. Heyde. 


seee 


815 South Broadway ... . ....-.. Port Mission .....-. deeslutoes esata vce MTs, Ke So Willis: 
Norfolk, Va,, Sea. Bethel, 327 Main St... Norfolk Seamen’s Friend Society.... Rev._J. B. Merritt. 
Wilmingto Vevestecesess Wilmington Port Society.......-.... ‘* M.A. Barber. 


4 Mz, Nav Cire oso anise eee [ 
ear cston, _C., 44.& 46 Market St..... Charleston Port Society.-+++..04+++5 ‘ P. A. Murray. 
Gavannah, Ga ....cccceecrses-sosseveeees AmMOrican Seamen’s Friend Society. ‘* H. Iverson. 

ae sf sf ss Mr. Henry ©. Cushman. 


Pensacola, Plasesscssercsseeceees cee eeee ; ; . 
Mobile Ala.., Church St., near Water... bd a i ree Rey. R. A. Mickle, 


Noworie Texas, 17th & Mechanic Sts:. Galveston Seamen’s Friend Society. “ J , F. Sarner. 


New Orleans, La., Fulton & Jackson Sts.. Presbvterian ....6.06 0) oss eeesee oe Mr. James Sherrard. 
eee \ : Gal. ; San Francisco Port Soci ty. .. .... Rev. J. Rowell. 


n 


Oe ee 


5 t 


Francisco, 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
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ORGANIZED, MAY 1828.-INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1833. Bape eae Sf 


CHAS. A, STODDARD, D.D.., PRESIDENT. ‘ - WM. E. STIGER, Vice-PRESIDENT,. 
W. C. STITT, D.D., SkorRETARY. WILLIAM C. STURGES, TREASURER. 


Boarr OF TRUSTEES: 


EDWARD B. COK, D.D., LL:D., WILLIAM C. STURGES, 
42 West 52nd Street, New York. 76 Wall-Street, New York. 
ENOS N. TAFT, DAVID GILLESPIE, 
76 Wall Street, New York. Morristown, N. J. 
ELPERT A. BRINCKERHOFF, EDGAR L. MARSTON, Fe 
109 Duane Street, New York 83 Wall Street, New York. Aa Se 
CHARLES K. WALLACE, CHAS. A. STODDARD D.D., ee 
208 Produce Exchange, New York. 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
ALG. Bee ree ve Di, WM.-E. STIGER, 
Englewood 155 Broadwa: , New York. 
JEROME 5. MORSE U.S. DANIEL BARNES, 
129 St. James Place, reaess N.Y, 76 Wall Breet Ow York. 
FREDERICK T. SHERMAN, A. GIFFORD AGN ; 
265. Henry ee Brooklyn, Ne-Ye: 23 West 39th we New VOM 
Col. A, P. KETCHU W. HALL ROPES, ; 
82 Mount Mores Park, West, New York. 76 Wall Street, New York. : ; 
SAMUEL ROWLAND, NORMAN FOX, D.D., : 
_. 4% Water Street, New York, Morristown, N. J. : eno ig oe 
FREDERICK STURGES, JOHN E. LEECH, 
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> 
OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Articte II, (of Constitution).—The object of this Society shall be to improve — 
the social and moral condition of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and 
good in their behalf ; by promoting in every port Boarding Houses of good cha 
acter, Savings’ Binks, Register offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Roo 
and Schools; and also the ministrations of the gospel, and other religious blessing: 


CHAPLAINS.—See Piscesine page for list of missions and missionaries of this” 
Society. 


Loan LIBRARIES.—On American veieels leaving the port of New York loa: 
libraries are placed for the use of the officers and crews. Each library costs | 
_ to the donor, contains 48 well selected. books, and is returned and sent out agai 
as long as it lasts. "The donor of each library is informed when and wher 
goes, and the effort is made to secure for the donor a report of its usefulne 
~ ‘These libraries build up the mental, moral and religious life of seamen, and a 
4 | often the means of their conversion. The whole number of new libraries sent out 

; by the Society up to April 1, 1900, was.10,717. Caleulating 12,6721 

ments, their 582,727 volumes have been accessible to 412,115 men. 
-Sehools and Guaieh Societies (Y. PS. C. E. &e.) as vel as cee: sent 
these libraries-to sea. i 


Tue SAILors’ Hous, No. 190 Cherry St treet, New York, is the property 
Society. and i is leased ¢ as a boarding house under careful restrictions. 4 


receive in it temporary aid. 


A list of the Society’s periodicals will be found o on ee seoond page of t 
of this Magazine, ~~ 


